kanto Gakuin University
Matsuura Machi 4534
Kanazawa-¥u
Yokchams, Jspan
) January 15, 1963

Dr., . C. Meeden

First Baptist Church

217 Main Street

Baverhill, Mass., U. £. 4.

Dear Dr. Heedan:

It was indeed tc receive both your Christmas letter and the
letter of Japuary 3. We had heard esrlier through Mrs. Hudgins
of Viven's broken ank@s, but sre now happy to hear that she is
back on her feet and making out well., It would indesd be nice
to sit down and chat for awhile. We sctually thought vou might
be dropping in to see vs sometime soon!

In reply to your inguiry as to hew everything is goingafor
us this second term in Japan, I can say quite satisfactory,:
though not what I had sctually hoped for. The Bible transiation
work £c be undertaken by the Bible Societies, and in which I had
hoped to participate in at least a little, has not materialized.
From what 1 hear and know of Japan, there is pnot likely to be any
seriocus C. T, translation work begun tefore another ten years.
ihis has been sopewhat dissppoeinting. My work in the hanto Gakuin
Gollege of Theclogy leaves something to be desired., I have one
course only in which there is enrolled c¢nly one student. Although
there has been some desire of the other 0. T. faculty members to
have me Jjoln the faculty there, with greater responsibility and
opportunity, it was decided sdministratively toc have me keep my
present status until after my next furlough, s¢ I doubt if I will
bee teaching more than one course there for the next five yezars.,

My work as part-time chaplain on campus comnsists primerily in
teaching required courses in Christianity. These are guite elemen-
tary and afford no oppertunity for me to use own advanced trazining.
There is a subtle hostlility sgainst these reguired courses {(they
receive only half credit and over 958 of the students are uninterested
non-Christians) and having & foreigner teach them deesa't make them
anyucre popular. Having taught four such classes this year, my
present opinion is that & vapanese teascher (with & 2. I.) would be
more effective and better recelved by the students. Rantc Gakuin
is asiing for & missiomary whe will work in & "campus ministries®
program,. This would be great! 5but it ig nelither my training nor
my interest.

The wmost enjoyable part of my work has been the class in
Biblical Aramaic which I have taught this past year at Union
Seminary in Tokyo, as well az Shsrivate class in Ugaritic for
two doctoral students working in the area of 0, T. studies.
But I'm not too certain that these clssses will continue after
this present semester.

5¢ wnen I say things are satisfactory, there 1s some reser-



vation. Consequently, in light of the limited opportunities thatl

are cpening up for me in my area of study, I definitely aum interested
in the position at Eastern as head of the Department of (ld Testa-
ment. Ag you suggested, I zm enclesing @ brief blographical

sketch and work resume.

You stated that this is still several years in the fuBure. Dutb
is it reslly that far offt If Dr. Griffith retires in 1969, 1
imagine theiph@s successor would begin teaching in September, '6G.
If this were tu be me, it would mean that in order to teach in
the States in September, I would have to end my regular classes here
in February, the end of the Japanese school year. I probably would
not want tc begin teaching here at the begiuning of the Japanese
school year in April, omly to leave in June during the summer
vacation. If so, that's Jjust & year off. How soon will the
declision on Dr. driffith's successor be made, and how scon after
thet would it be mede publie? I would like to give the Jepenese
administratior here ss much time as possible to find & replacenent
for me, Not that I am going to be that hard to replace, rather
just to umake for a happy, smooth transiiion nere.

The salary of around $12,00C per year, I must admit, sounds
very nice, The cost of living here in Japan is so high that the
mission salary permits only & mipimum level. 1've not yel been
able to apply anything to & 11ngering§lﬂan related to my doctoral
studies. &

I hope this letter is encugh tc indicate interest and that
the erclosed material is sufficiernt for the instruction committee
of the Seminsry.  I'11 be looking for a letter from you before too
long letting me kKncw of developments.

With best wishes to you and Vivan,

Sincergly yours,

Tom Mecianiel

P. 8. Doris, toc, sends her greetings and 1s qulte reszdy to
settle down of the east coast of the U. 8. a. instead of the
east coast of Japan.



Eanto Gakuin University

4834 Mutsuurs-cho, Ksnazawa-Ku
Yokohama , Japan

January 22, 1969

Lr, v, v, Meeden

first oaptist Church

217 ¥ain bStreet

Havernill, Mass,, U. 8. 4.

Dear Dr. Heeden:

Since I wrote to you last 1 have received a letter
frow Dr, Walter B, Davis, saying that wy name had been
mentioned as & possible cangidate for the positice eof
Professor of Cld Testzuent Interpretation and Hebrew. He
suggested that if I were intrested, 1 should Till out the
foras which were enclosed, including the doctrinal statement%
These I filled out and signed. -

Tonere ere Two brief ltems to bring the information
l sent you up to date. Just this pest week 1 was infcrumed
that the erticle I had submitted to Vetus Testamentum for
publication will be published In July of this year. S trat
publiication is o longer pending. Then last week 1 was
asied to continue teachiig in the graduste progran at the
Uplon Seminary in Tokyo, for the coming school year (&pril
to Fenruary). 1 will be tesching a course in Syriac and
a courge on the impertance of Ugaritic studies fori Cid
itestament studies.

There were alsc two ltems on the forms sent by Dr.
Leyis which I sure are lmportant, but 1 did not think to
mention them in your letter, =rirst, after returning tc
the field & Guocdensl ulcer which hsd beer inactive sirce
seminary deys begsn to act up. Lhis was the end of '66 &and
ithe teglinning of 167/, Why I'm not gquite sure, but noc doubt
the pressures of being & full time pestor sod & full time
student had to show up iln scne way. No doubt tne return to
& Japenese diet of fried focds, curry, etec. added to the
provlem,. bBut presently I am having no 4ifficulty with my
stomach, that 1s excepl when I eat whet I know weet 1 shouldn't
eat. But this can't always be helped. This medical problem
has npot interferec with my work here in Japan, snd 1 do not
thdnk 1t-1s the kKind of & medlesl protlen that would interfere
with cne's work as a professor. Indeed, & Stateside diet
iay help. but whether I am in the States or still ir Jspar
in "€9, 1 hope to: pet coupletely rid of the ulcer long before
then,  T'w teld Ph. D. candidates frequently get ulcers, but
few keep thew after gradustion.



The other fitem was the question "Do you. . ssmoke ™ Now 1
don't, but for several years 1 aid smoke & pipe some. I Tealize
that the Seminary would no doubt prefer .professors who dléd not
smoke. for me this would not be & problesm. 1 could have Just
answered the questicn "no" without indicating what I used to
doy but since 1 did not attempt to keep my use of the pipe &
secret, I didn't weuld any possibility of misunderstanding.

These pits of additicnel information and clarificsticorn are
probably mpt necessary, but just in case thgy are I have called
them to your attention.

Agein many thenks for your thoughtfil consideratiorn,
cincerely,

Thomss Feblaniel

F. 8. 1 have not menticrned apything to amy fewmily noer. to Doris?
farilly sbott this wlcer. It's pot been thel sericus azpdd

didn't. see nmuch need for themr to worry about our Heslth while

we are here iti-vagpan, I'1ll Tet them know when 1 fully recovered,
which won't e too long.



Kanto Gakuin University
Mutsuura-cho 4834
Kanazawa-ku
Yokcheama, Japan 236
Dr. C, C. Meeden: A, /<
11 Windsor Street ‘j“““L' — (3
Haverhdll, Mass., U. E. &.

Dear Cliff:

During the past couple of weeks I received the off-prints
of my articles published in E2iblica and Vetus Testamentum, and
I am sending you (under separate cover) the first copies of
these my first serious publications as & way of saying thanks.
It's been almost twenty years since you toock me to Walter's Art
Gallery to lock at the Dead Sea Scrools. 1 could never have dreamed
then in 1948 that one day 1 would enter the world of Hebrew and
C1d Testament scholarship. But 1 have and 1 am really appreciative
of that first visual introduction and your encouragement all
along the acedemic highway. 1 know you share with me the feel-
ing of satisfaction at this modest beginning. |

What's new at Bastern®t I am just wondering if my replies
to Dr. Harnish's questions were really tc his liking. You
stated in your last letter that you belleved they were entirely
satisfactory, but he hasn't written me although he stated, "if
we find curselves getting together in this exploratory letter,
then 1 would state to you formal détails...."

I will need to know something definite pretty scon, becauss
with the acadeuwic year in Japan starting in April, I will have
to decide sometime this fall whether to accept responsibilities
for the '69 academic year here. Whatever invitations may coume
are likely to come in September or Cctober. But I dc not want
to agree to teach here starting in the middle of April '69 1if
we will be leaving in June '6S, during the summer vacation.

Cn the other hand, if by the end of this calendar year rothing
opens up here in C. T, studies or Seczitic lansuages for the
Japanese '69 academic year, and if Bastern is nol interested
in me, I will want to make plans for seeking & position State-
side for the U, S. '69 schoocl year (for reasons given in ay
letter of January 1%).

In your last letter you gave the encouraging word taht you
feel confident that when the time comes 1 will get the nod.
Withcut trying to fing out anything confidential, could you let
me know when the decision will most likely be made. 1 realize
that Basterrn may well chose someone other then me. bBult whether
the dacision be 'yea' or 'nay' 1 would like to know something
definite so that 1 can respond to invitatiocns here for &april,
if there are apy, or lock elsewhere 1if there are none,



Thinegs here at ranto Gakuln University heve been in g tur-
moil ‘during the last month . COn May 26, there was s fire on
campus which destroyed two old barrack type dormiteries housing
over 200 gtudents. Student demonstraticrns (led by a smell 1&It
wing) following the fire have resulted in the resignailon of The
University President and the Chancellor., There are no really
gualified Saptist lesders to replace tnem and the 5% nen~Christian
Paculty snd ©5% non-~hristizn student body are pushing for an
end to the requirement thst the University president aust be &
Christian. ©Students want all the trustees to resigny the Tacully
want to meke four faculty members trustees., ©Sc witk no Presldent,
no Lhancellor, no chairman of the Board of Irustees everything
fsin. 4 big muddle. ‘No only has the rcle of the missionary been
weakened over the vears as sll admirnistrative resporsibility
wis glven tc the Jzpanese, to & point where it is almest ron-
existert, but what 1little bit of missicnery icfluence ls left
is impctent in the present erisis because of the lack of cou-
punication apd abundance of tension withlin the missionsry com-
asunity on campus. I sit on the sidelines and watchy not too
optimistic about the future Christian affiliation+of the
University.

Cur best regard: to all.

Sincerely,

Thomes Mclaniel



Kanto Gakuiln University
Mutsuura-cho #83%
Kanazawa-Xu
Yokohama 4 Japan
’ Gotobar 14, 1968

Dr, C. C. Megden

First baptist Church

217 Main Street

Haverhill, Mass., U. o, &.

Dear Cliff:

Your letter of Cetober 2 arrived the same day 1 recelived &
letter from Dr. HBarnish, dated Septeumber 30, In his letter he
wade no reference to the possible vislt to Japan cof Dr. Lee
westrate and the conference I would have with him. Instead he
indicated that "the Instructicn Committee of the Board of Trustees
will be meeting either in Cctober or November, at which time
they will take a vote on this matter," i. e. whether to invite me
to join the faculty. Your letter indicated something scomewhat
different, wibh the decision postponed until January, after Dr.
Westrate'’s visit. UOf the two possibilities, 1 hope the one
cutlined in Dr. Harnish's letter actually happens, for =s much
1 welcome such a conference with Dr. Westrate, the few exiras
montns difference would facilitate & mich smocther transition
hiere at Kanto Gakuln, esssuming the comuittee's vote were positive,

IThe University continues to have its preblems. ardé chenges
are ocguring weekly. Cne of the significant developments is the
election of a University President who is not a Christlan. With
all the pressures from faculty and students his position is not
too strong. If 1 were to walt until January to anncunce that
I would not be teaching classes as of April, the head chaplain,
Mp., Oshima, may have difficulty in finding funds for my re-
placement. Mr. Cshima could use all the time he can get to find
& replacement and then come up with his salsry, Under pressant
circumstances 1 doubt 1f the new president would hastily ppbovide
the necessary funds on short notice.

another reascn why an early decision would be helpful is that
The Graduate School of Aoyama University has approached me about
teacning one ccurse in BEiblical Archaeclougyv. 1 told them I would
not be able to give them an answer until Rovenber. WwWithout definite
word from Eastern, I don't really want to tell thewm 1 can't do 1t,
vet I don't want to tell them I can and then have to back out., ©So
thet?s another problen.

I realize the diffieulty of calling a man to jein the facully
when there is no opportunity for & visit to the school cor with
those responsivle for wmaking the decision, 1f the proposed con-
ference with Dr. Westrale does not meterialize, and 1if the Instrue-
tion vommittee decides to act at its nemt meeting, as 1 hope it
does, but still wants someone's candid opinicn cf me and the
impression



'.yimpresﬁlar k. m&ke naw uﬁulﬁ the Lummittﬁa be willing tﬂ dﬁ;ﬂ*
this by prexyf ‘what i have in mind 14 this: Dr, Herbertl G
is in Japapn for this Javanese school semester, teaching at he

. Goilege of Theology. He is living right pext dcor to us. Since

'fgjhefﬂre the next meeting could produce

his arrival last month we have gotten well acguainted with Hfm.
. wWithout knewing what he really thinks of us, I imagine ‘he has
~ some impressicns, and these are probably more accurate ihs jthase
made during & prearrenged conference. He certainly has had
‘envugh experience in locking men over for seminary pmsitiﬂns,
‘& teleprone call to him (Yokchame 78f-2486) or a cable to him
_ _ a confidential and candid
;ﬂpiﬂiﬂﬂ.' Since 1 don't know what he would say , it Bay: ‘not be
of any help to me, but 1t cculd possibly be of hel1 ‘to the: e
| {ﬂﬂwmltt&e;;.i have been very 1mnra53ed by Eim, .EEdlEEE tﬂ say.'--
.wﬁll that*s just an idea = SR i

whenevar Br. e tratﬂ comes to Japan, befere ﬂr ﬂfter the B
aaclslﬂn'e—be it ye§ or nay--we would like to visit with him
snd show him Eﬂmﬂt'-ﬂg of our work hare in Janun uﬂ let him
'ﬁﬂﬂﬁ that th& helaama mat is out. SRR

. Having stated my prefarence ¥ laave it iﬂ yﬂur han&s..

e raaiiz& ‘that you understand my pﬂsltian'with ref&rence b o
.leaving Kanto Gakuin as smoothly as possible, and 1 am: s
aware of the Gummittea g ﬁEﬁlTE to have a real "lnﬂk“ t ma.f

| Thls samester i am teaﬂhing an’ &xtr& eirricular class at*'
:ﬂoyama University, & class in arabic for three graduate
students. Cther than that, everything is about the same with
all of us. Give our love ta ?1?1&5 and all the Family..; e

Sinca ely y@urs,

E\..- R . . - el
| After & sumuer of uaraiui dlating I had thﬂrﬂugh SR
-gastru-lntest1nﬂl studies rade in September with the happy

- result that there is nc sign of an ulcer. The specia list

- at the medical college where the studies were done thinks
 that my trouble all alﬂng may have been gastritis rather
-_3than an uleer.; | - |



v,,ﬁ,“hﬁﬁanto Gakuin uﬂlv&rsity
o Mutsuura-cho 33 |
'“-*:,Kaﬂamawa-ku
gl _Hﬂvambar lk 196&

"ffﬂr.-; e Faedaﬂ

:Tffrlrst Eﬁptist ﬂhurcn  '”:~:Hf'

"hﬂﬂaverhill, Faaa,

5fﬁfsamalﬁg ‘meaning respectively, "you have reslly

Iﬂ Jap&nesﬂ wa ﬂ&?a the phrases gokurc-sams and T kaga

?ffﬂanﬁ “thanks to youa.. W feel I should express both ideas
sorbesyou Tar I ﬁpprﬂtiatﬂ all that you have done to place o
' my neme before the trustees and faculty., The fact that the

. action was taken this month mekes it se muen Easler fﬁr :;;{i
3;;Tmﬂ tﬂ mﬁkﬁ ‘the tranaitian hera.,,.;- Ee ity Sedie e

1 bad nut realize& 1nt11 % reeeivad the 1ast “Presidant"ﬁif:

%}ﬁ:ﬂmwsletter“ that Bastern was looking for four nther mens:
LgﬁgTbis really mezns & lot of committee work! Even though -

. 'my position is now settled, I will continue to you and th&
- committee in my thoughts and prayﬁrs as equally 1mpﬂrt&ﬂt

.tﬁfﬁﬁﬂisiﬂﬂs are b31ng maﬁ&;J_;.

sl Latter tﬂday I u111 be wrlting to Br J Lee'westrate S
:;;1n#1t1ng him tﬂ stﬂy with us far a d&y ﬂr Ea 1f at all . “ghfiu

ngﬁpassible

&ll ﬂf us &r& quite nxcihaﬂ abﬁut the mnnths and years

figfﬂhaaﬂ ‘and we are trusting that Yod will use us 1H e meaning;ﬁfgf
 :ﬁﬂful anﬁ affectlv& mlniatry &t Eastern,_iﬁ'n i S

Thanks agaiﬂ ﬂr yﬂur must 51gn1f1cant part' ' f:Qfﬁ? f;ff1

Hﬂst sincarely,

"’5i;fﬂTﬁﬁmﬁsfngﬁﬁﬁﬁhiﬁlfifﬂﬂff_?f i”.

‘worked hard "



