Founders’ Day Luncheon

Fiﬂy Years
of Recollection

with

Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel

Professor of Old Testament

Thursday, March 15, 2001
12:30 p.m.
Gordon Baker Dining Hall
Fastern Baptist Theological Seminary



Founders’ Day Luncheon

Welcome

March 15, 2001
“Yahweh bless you and keep you..."
- Numbers 6:24
R. Scont Rodin
Seminary President
Glenn R. Koch

Invocation

Buffer Lunch

Special Music

Scripture

Prayer and Offering

Hymn

Address

Hymn
Alum of the Year Award

Solo

Bernediction

Emeritus Professor of New Testament Studies

Seminary Singers
Kathie Pownall and Tracy Duncan, Directors
M Div. Studenis

Romans 1:16-18

Matthew 24:41-46 Lois Osgood Milrimore
M.Div. Student

Knristin Frederich-Smoot
Dean of Studen:t Formation

“Immortal, Invisible " Tracy Duncan, piano

Thomas F. McDaniel
Professor of Old Testament Studies

“Be Thou My Vision” Tracy Duncan, piano

Paul Melson
President of Alumni‘ae Association

“How Great Thou An™ Shirley Mapson
Accounrs Assistant

Numbers 6:24-26
Gramt Ward

Adjunct Professor of Old Testamens Studies



DR. THOMAS FRANCIS McDANIEL

at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
1969-2001

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary has been honored and blessed to have had the
professorial services of Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel for the past thirty-two years.

Throughout that time, he has brought academic excellence to the position of
Professor of Old Testament Studies. Grounded in a solid Ph.D. program and with an
ever increasing body of accumulated reflection and writing on the subject, he has
provided first-rate instruction in his discipline.

Alums more often remember personal encounters with faculty members than data
they shared in the classroom. This scenario has repeatedly been reported by several
of Dr. McDaniel's former students. A number of them added that they not only
received valuable guidance but were radically changed because of encounters with
Dr. McDaniel. Some would not have continued in seminary or in ministry had it not
been for his counsel.

These meaningful relations with students appear to be based on a genuine respect for
all persons. That is a perspective that is not easily acquired. Yet, Dr. McDaniel has

developed it to a high degree.

Respecting all persons has led to inquiring about their circumstances, especially
when they have sought him out to share some concerns. When his work was
demanding, it was undoubtedly often a struggle to set aside time to enter into the
lives of others. Yet, he made the time and has been a great blessing to many.

One may know of others’ needs and stop there. Dr. McDaniel, however, has also
cared. He has gone beyond simply gathering information and has empathized and
sympathized with brothers and sisters who were carrying a burden.

More than that, he has acted on his concern and assisted where possible. That is the
test of a servant heart. And Dr. McDaniel has met that test so well that many
students and alums are singing his praises for it.

These are marks of Christian love. Most of us strive to attain them, but Dr.
McDaniel has mastered the art in genuine Christian maturity. And in doing so he has
won the hearts of many students, despite any struggles they may have had with Old
Testament methodology.

For these and other reasons, Eastern Seminary and innumerable congregations have
been truly honored by his presence and engagement in their life. May God continue
to bless him richly for these achievements and grant many opportunities for
continued and rewarding service in the years ahead.
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March 15, 2001

Dr. Thomas McDaniel

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood PA 18086

Dear Tom:

As one who seldom turned in papers late, | am ashamed that | am wrniting this on the
day that similar letters are presented to you. Please accept my apologies for the
tardiness. | am sure that Ruth will see that it gets to you anyway!

| do want to take this opportunity to say thank you for years of patient teaching and
mentoring in ministry. | would have never guessed when | enrolled in seminary that |
would want to take Hebrew. One of the first courses | took, “Hermeneutics” introduced
me to Hebrew and | got hooked. | am sorry to say that | have not kept proficient in the
langwage. But | was taught more than simply the language in the classes | took from
you. | also remember other less “formal” conversations with you and your family since
you lived in the apartment in the seminary my first year there.

| now have the privilege in working with a Japanese congregation in Seattle. You are a
true Teacher/Elder, “Sensai”. Thank you for sharing so generously with me in those
beginning years. Thank you for your gentle goodness and leadership throughout the
years. Thank you for your scholarship and professional relationship as you inspire
students to seek to know God's word. For all the ways you inspired me, | am grateful.
For the ways you have touched others (most of whom | do not know), | am thankful.

May God continue to bless you in the days ahead.

Grace and peace,

- -

Marcia J. Patton
Associate Executive Minister
farwest@ijps.net




Mary Ann McPherson

754 Applegate Lane, Rosemont, Pennsylvania 19010
March 15, 2001

Dear Dr. McDaniel

Somshow this seems an appropriate time to start to offer you a few of
many past-due thanks.

Your open-minded classes were like a breathe of fresh air to me.
While | had away at college Mcintire-ism had come into full flower in the fine old
Presbyterian Church of my youth.. The once loving and accepting atmosphere there
had become devisive, defensive, and closed minded. One of the reasons | moved
to this area was in order to find a more hospitable church.

Although | first heard the call to ministry at the age of 17, it took many
years for God to convince me, through personal Bible Study, that | was not mistaken.
You remember the eral By the time God finally did get through to me | had followed
my husband into a “good conservative church” where my nomination as elder had
been defeated by a nasty telephone campaign and floor battle, admittedly because of
my gender. | never needed the fresh air of objectivity more! | found it at EBTS,
especially in your classes.

Frankly, 1 still can’t quite understand how you got me through Hebrew---
except gently and patientlyl | wouldn't have become who | am without it. And | still
like the way you take time to center when you pray.

| also want to thank you for challenging my daughter during the one
seminary course she ever took.. Growing up in a closed minded religious
environment had --and still has---left its scars; but your classhelped.

And then, of course | am grateful for your willingness to teach

repeaatedly at Wayne Presbyterian, where | was once on staff, in that | am joined by
many many others.

So | wish you well during the next chapter of your life, with faith that you
will write it as creatively as you wrote the chapters prior.

Mary Ann McPherson, M.Div. 1983



Dear Dr. McDaniel,

1 am currently a student in your Old Testament class. I consider myself privileged to be a part
of that class. Each Tuesday night I drive home mulling over what was discussed in class. [ think
about the implications of the class discussion on my faith. I ask more questions. Tuesday nights
I never sleep well. After the first or second class, I found myself translating Hebrew in a dream.
My only contact with Hebrew has been this class. How could I be translating Hebrew? Each
Tuesday night I toss and turn as I sleep, going over what we've discussed. On Wednesday
mornings I feel like a truck ran over me. And yet, the next Tuesday [ am eagerly looking forward
to another class with you. | am amazed that [ am fascinated by the Old Testament. [ have always
avoided reading it, because I didn’t like the God I saw depicted in those pages. 1 liked the picture
of God in Jesus and the New Testament teachings. You are helping me to gain an appreciation of
the Old Testament.

I am still wondering why I am at Lastern, I know one of the things that brought me to
seminary was a rebellion against people who wanted to put God in a box. Any person whose
concept of God was outside this box, was not a Christian. I found it hard to believe some of the
things I was being taught in a specific Bible study course. Rather than being enfolded in grace, I
felt myself being somewhat ostracized because of my differing views about God.

God is indeed good. In my two semesters here he has given me grace filled professors. You
are a breath of fresh air and a constant reassurance to me that there is room for me and my
thinking in God’s house. I thank you for your gift of grace and open mindedness. 1
wholeheartedly agree with your statement about Christians who hate. I can see why many people
run screaming from organized religion, possibly never to return again.

I am truly sorry that [ will not have the opportunity to take another course with you. My ears
perked up when you said you might be convinced to teach Hebrew out of your home. [ would
definitely sign up for that, although it would be a huge stretch for me. So put my name at the top
of that list please.

I wish you the very best in your retirement. | pray you will have many, many years to enjoy
your family and your retirement (are you sure retirement is the right word?). I thank you for the
opportunity to be a student in your class. I consider your teaching a huge gift!

Sincerely,

Sue Carr
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REV. DR. THOMAS MCDANIEL

C/O RUTH MCFARLAND REGISTRAR
EASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
6 LANCASTER AVENUE

WYNNEWOOD PA 190096
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Dr. Thomas McDanicl has been a close friend and a Brother to me in the Lord.

I met Dr. Thomas McDanicl in 1968 when I entered Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He
took mc as a friend, a brother and an adviser. The more I associated with him the more our
friendship intensified while 1 remained under his tutelage and this molded my life into a worthy

This was exemplified by an incident that occurred when I was at the Seminary. There was the
American National Flag hoisted in front of the main building under which cveryonc had to walk.
Not being an American citizen 1 foutid Dr. McDaniel respected my views and he,
wmmﬁmm““mﬂ“HHMHth

American National Flag AND a MMﬂﬂuﬁ‘ﬂi‘m

(Six dollars) which I had atthat time. @~ ..

Faith Gomury}‘y J?ﬂpf:&f Gﬂmpfﬁ*x t}f Ochoals

Train a chikd In the way he should go. and when he Is oid he will not fum fom . Prov. 22:6



This incident has had a telling effect on me. When by God’s grace 1 have been able to establish a
church and a school in my own country, I have maintained the practice of hoisting both the
National Flag of my country and a Christian flag of the church at the some place.

We are establishing a University which we are naming Eastern University College after
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary and College in view of the great impact the
Seminary and College has had on me.

I am grateful to God for bringing Dr. Thomas McDaniel into my life. We are praying
that God will continue to bless him and his family. My children and I salute him for
being part of our life.

We thank him for his decision to send his own personal library to the Eastern University College
which we are establishing shortly. We arc most grateful.

Our prayers shall always be with him and his family and we shall alwavs love him till the Lord

COmes.

Dear, Brother Tom, we shall always love you and may the Lord bless you.

Yours ever in Christ

Rev. Dr. ]



May 16, 2001

Dear Tom,

On the occasion of your retirement, we want to thank you for the
important part you have played in our lives. You were much more
than an ordinary teacher to us. Our eyes were opened to new
worlds through your thoughtful class lectures, the opportunities we
had for individual discussion with you, and the witness of your
daily life. You expanded our horizons, stretched the [imitations we
came with, and taught by your example.

You have exemplified many Christ-like characteristics to both
students and colleagues alike. Thank you for “being there” when
needed, for challenging our preconceptions, pushing us out of our
complacency, but also for giving plenty of room to learn, process,
grow and, ultimately to make our own decisions without any sense
of judgment on your part. You are a "peace-lover,” thoughtful
seeker of truth, humble servant, patient listener, and kind defender
of those to whom life has not been kind. You are soft-spoken yet
firm, unflappable, constant, discerning, wise, quick to laugh, and a
loving friend.

The EBTS community will miss your smile and gentle wit, the
sharing of your vast knowledge and experience, and the
encouragement you offer so generously. Your presence will be
tfﬂ:{pfy missed. Thank you for the many years you have given in
service, not only at EBTS, but in all areas of ministry in which you
have served.

‘We understand the honor we have had to study under and with
you, and more importantly, to call you friend. May God bless you
in the days and years to follow, and may He fill your days with
peace and a sense of “a job well done” in this time of transition.

Affectionately and with deep respect,

Ruth and Chuck Tox



George S. Claghorn

411 W. Union Street
West Chester, PA 19382-3330
March 19, 2001

Professor Thomas F. McDaniel
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Dear Tom:

Again, heartiest congratulations upon the occasion of your Founders address and comin
retirement from the Seminary faculty! ¥ = ¢

Your remarkable record of service is measured not simply in years, but in insights given,
motivations stirred, vistas revealed, and benefits conferred  You have made a wonderful
contribution of your own to the intellectual and spiritual life of the Seminary, in the great tradition
of Barnard Ta;,rlor and Everett Griffiths. By the way, I had the honor of Gniff preaching the sermon
at my ordination.

1 deeply appreciate your Founders Day presentation, with many new and informative angles.
The tnibute to Clifford Meeden was particularly impressive. 1 had not known that he was the
encourager of so many, whom I knew, to go into the mimistry. Your own experiences with him
added new luster to an already honored name. I will always remember his ready smile, sonorous
voice, and full commitment to the cause of Christ. In turn, I am sure that you have touched
countless other lives 1n a similar, positive way.

1 am most grateful to you for the gift of the compact disc. My wife and I (she started her
working career as a secretary at the Seminary in 1951) will be savoring it, over and over.

Again, thank you ever so much for all you have done. May the Lord continue to bless and
use you in His service, and %we you and Doris joys and satisfactions beyond compare, Shirley joins
me 1n sending our best wishes always!




The Marple Presbyterian Church
| 105 N. Sproul Road
Broomall, Pa. 19008-2023

610 356- 1008 610 356-0687 (fax)

March 14, 2001

Dearest Tom,

You have no idea what an incredibly wonderful influence you have been on my life and
my ministry! As an interim pastor, one of the things I first do when I arrive at a new
church is contact the local Baptist minister and see if we can start a new branch of the
“Tom McDaniel’s Fan Club.” There are now branches in Riverton and Collingswood,
New Jersey, as well as locally!!

Besides teaching me to hishtackawoo (is the spelling anywhere close? My spelling
hasn't improved in the last fifteen years!), you taught me about Ezekiel 16:49; about lo
and lu, the Hebrew alphabet (which I still remember!), the true meaning of ] )|, and
the SHEMA (which I still often recite). More importantly, you taught me to take every
word [ read in the Bible to “the foot of the cross,” a concept I continue to teach every
adult class I lead.

But most importantly, you taught me, by your gentle and loving example, the depth of
God’s love for all people, mostly the marginalized. 1 watched you time and time again
argue patiently with students whose views were radically different from your own—but
you never lost your cool, you never became angry—Ilove was something you taught by
word and example. You empowered me to universalism, to a God without vengeance—
but only love, lo an eternity without hell. Your influence on my theology and my life is
immeasurable!

You truly have no idea how often I quote you—or how many people know about “my
favorite seminary professor, Dr. Tom McDaniel.” | sincerely try to teach and to minister
in the ways you so wonderfully demonstrated—you have made me a better teacher and a
better pastor; you might even have made me a hetler person as fvell!!

THANK YOU!!!

Lovingly in Christ,

N

Nancy W. Holt, . Min. Linda B. M. Nevling, M.Ed
Fniarim Pastor D retor of Christian Bdunation



Tom McDaniel

From: "Howard Fritz" <ipccadc@worldnet.att.net=

To: “Tom Mcdaniel” <tmcdaniel@ebts.edu>

Sent: Monday, April 09, 2001 9:31 PM

Subject: Hello from a past student.

You may not remember me. Howard Fritz, Jr. class of '84. 1 use you often in my current line of work. | have been working
with heroin addicts for close to fifteen years, teach counselors seeking certification, am currently embarking on a project to
educate batterers and a variety of other things.

I saw thal you retired? are retiring?

I chose not to work within the institutional church, was actually approved for ordination working with addicts
{Presbyterians), but felt much more drawn to doing the work of my mentor, among others, Jesus. It has been very challenging
trying to convince myself that I am still a good person of faith, following Jesus footsteps, without any desire to be part of the
church institution. My faith has deepened tremendously and I continue to feel called to minister. T have stayed out of the
church for many reasons, and any opportunity to "reenter the fold"”, while | have been drawn, has called on more faithfulness
to stay out. Strange. But your class and your discussion about the translation of the scribes and the vowels, and how the Old
Test. God of Wrath was really how God was viewed . . . perhaps mistakenly, has encouraged me over these years. | have seen
alot of death duc to addichion, AIDS and other suffering, I have been divorced and remarried and now have two beautiful
little girls (2 and 3 yrs old). I have wanted to return to school and study more. I was accepted into the PhD program (Religion
and Society) at Drew University. Though their generous 3/4s scholarship was still not enough. When I reapplied for full
scholarship, or work to pay my way, 1 was rejected. | was dismayed.

However, this past weekend 1 artended a short training on how to treat batterers, men who violate women. The "new”

definition of battering has shifted over the yvears and when they put up the new definition on the overhead it hit me, the
definition was very close, if not uidentical, to the traditional god of the old testament. | longed for more of your wisdom,

wished I knew how to study the hebrew, many questions to check and verify . . . ] remember you said that the Wrathful God
of the OT was an interpretation . . . a mis-interpretation (I don't want to mistake what you had said), that is how | remember
it. I suddenly felt a need to further investigate and wanted to speak to you, but it has been so long and so many students have
come and gone, and such a notion may scem foolish to you, but it moves me deeply. | have wanted to return to school and
thought about Eastern and the D.Min program. I fear [ need to be part of a church, which [ am not, except for a little
storefront church in Newark where the ex-inmate/addict pastor has started from scratch to treat addicts, empower a very poor
and violent community, and try to make a difference . . . | teach classes the so they can be certified as addictions counselors.

I cannot tell you how deeply | feel called to assist in the suffering experienced by many . . . and it is in the name of Jesus, and
the many who have gone on the same path since . . .

1 don't know what [ want from you, but | thought you'd like to know how deeply you have impacted my life and my faith . . .
and we rarely spoke . . . [ was always afraid . . . good luck Dr, McDaniel,

Peace

Howie Fritz
www _ipccaddiction.com

ipccresearchigiatt.net



Counseling & Consulting Group
Psychotherapy for Families, Individuals & Couples
Peter K Bullock, MDiv, M5

955 Horsham Road Surte 101 2156745214
Horsham PA 19044 Fax: 215.283.9545
March 15, 2001

Tom,

Please receive my acknowledgement and congramulations upon the occasion of your retirement from the
faculty of Eastern Baptist Seminary.

As | think of you I of course reflect on your gifted teaching ability, which is only an added dimension to
your profound and charismatic capacity to move others to curiosity, wonder and spiritual humility. There
is a Zen warning that says “the finger is good for pointing to the moon, just don’t mistake the finger for the
moon.” You always pointed to the moon, and when I didn’t see the moon (eg, esoteric Hebrew concepts) |
knew and believed it was there because it was you that pointed. When I saw you often you were my mentor
and when I see you seldom, reflecting upon you mentors me.

“Vocatus Atique Non Vocatus
Deus Aderit™

(called and not called God will be there)
Plaque in Carl Jung's: Office in Zurich. Switzeriand.._and in mine in Horsham

Grace & PPeace to you, T



Calvary
Baptist Church

March 23, 2001

Professor Thomas F. McDaniel, Ph.D.
Professor of Old Testament

The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood PA 19096

Dear Tom,

We recently received word that you are retiring in may. wWe want to use
this occasion to express our appreciation for the thirteen years we shared
as colleagues at the Seminary. We appreciated your gracious spirit, your
love of the 0ld Testament, your commitment to scholarship, your
devotion to the church, your loyalty to the Seminary in good times and
bad, your concern for students and much more.

We trust that your years of retirement will bring new joys that you have
not had time to experience while being an active, full-time professor. We
wish you good health and God's blessing.

lom,
ujw z

Jan and Myron Chartier

00 Last {nrard: Avenu
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OLD FirsT REFORMED CHURCH

United Church of Christ
Founded in 1727

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
.. . A wellspring of faith for a diverse people in the heart of the city.
151 N. 4th Strect, Philadelphia, PA 19106 * Office phone 215/922-4566 « FAX 215/922-6366

March 26, 2001

Dear Tom,

I regret that, due to traveling, I did not receive notice about the book of remembrances in
time for my letter to be included. Nevertheless, I do want to put into words my |
appreciation for your commitment to theological education and your contribution to my
own ministry.

It to was my privilege to be a D.Min student at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
from 1976 to 1980. For one of the electives of that program I chose your course in Old
Testament preaching. Subsequent to completing my program, I also audited a summer
course on the book of Genesis.

In every context, I was grateful for your tenacious commitment to the truth. You were
always ready to go beyond what the Bible said to the more difficult task of discovering
what the Bible taught. I know that at times this required not only commitment, but
courage and tenacity as well, and you always exhibited them in generous supply. Thus
your teaching was not only instructive but energizing and empowering as well. Your
example has been a source of inspiration and encouragement to me.

I wish you and yours God's richest blessings as you began a new phase in your life.
Maybe the memories and remembrances of your time at Eastern be a source of great
satisfaction to you as God continues to bless and enrich our lives not only through what
you have done but through what you shall do as well. Thank you Tom.

1

Carl M. Kleis

The Rev. Geneva M. Butz, D.DD,, Pastor * The Rev. Dr. Carl M. Kleis, Pastoral Associate * Julie K. Steiner, Director af Music €5 Programs




The Eastern Baptlst Theologlcal Seminary

L A D E L P

6 Lam:asl:t: Avenue * Wynnewood, Penrm-_rlva.nu 19096

February 21, 2001

Dt. Thomas F. McDamel

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096

Dear Tom,

At this ime of your retitement from service at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 1 wish
to convey to you the heartfelt thanks and appreciation on behalf of the Board of Directors, faculty,
staff, administration and alumni of the Semunary. This institution owes you a debt of grautude for
the exemplary service that you have given to it over these last 32 years,

A lot could be swd regarding your skills in the classroom and your work as a scholar and
mentor of stadents. However, I would like to use my small space here to acknowledge officially the
many intangibles that you brought because of your own personal faith and your commitment to the
ministry of Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. We all know that the contribution any faculry
member makes goes far beyond the direct contact with students in the classroom. However, |
believe in your case this less tangible aspect to your ministry has been enormous. As I travel around
and meet with alumni your name i1s mentioned more than any other cuttent or recent faculty
member as ane who has touched and shaped the lives of our graduates. So many of our alums
credit you with influencing their lives, calling them into deeper relationships with God and a passion
for reading and understanding scripture and applying it to their ministry.

In addition to this vou have been a strong and outspoken colleague on the faculty affirmirg
your fellow faculty members and always having words of wisdom and direction for us at significant
times in our dehberations. Yours has been a voice of reason and always an advocate for students
and the very best in theological education.

Finally, Tom, your more recent contributinn in the area of technology wss an invaluable gnft
given to this institution. While we struggled to get up to speed technologically you forged ahead
leading by example and always being there with patient instruction and hundreds of hours of
volunteer labor for your colleagues. Much credit needs to be given tc your work in these early darvs,
which has allowed us to be moving ahead as we are in using information technology on our campus.

Tom, we will greatly miss these and other contributions that you have made to Eastern
Seminary. Our prayers are that you will find joy and fulfillment in your retirement and, as God leads

you, in new avenues of service for Him. God bless vou.

K. Scott Rodin

610/896-5000 800/220-3287 FAX 610/649-3834 hittp:/fwww.cbts.edu




INSTITUTE for GLOBAL ENSAGEMENT

February 25, 2001

Dr. Tom McDaniels

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood, PA 19096

Dear Tom,

First, thank you for waiting until | returned before you retired! You always were a
person of uncommon grace, and this grace note is appreciated.

Retirement, of course, is not a biblical concept. Moses was 30 before he began 1o peak.
His successor, Joshua, could only hold the title of “emerging leader” until sometime in
his 90™ year. Why you would leave before the real fireworks start is bevond me!

Someone once gave me some great advice concerning institutional administration
(unfortunately, long after 1 left Eastern the first time!). Take all the people that drain
energy from you, and have them report to someone else (a Dean, CFO, etc.). Similarly,
take all those who give you energy and have them report to you. This is my concept of
retirement. Everything you like to do, with everyone you like to do it with: this should
fill your days. Everything else? Well, you paid vour dues! If anyone can enjoy a guilt-
free retirement, it is you.

Thank you for your faithfulness. Thank you for your intellectual embrace of the Old
T'estament and your emotional implementation of its truths, Thanks for being such a
good friend to someone who was still having trouble figuring out who should report to
whom!

Blessings; and may they only increase,

sador Robert A. Seiple
President

1300 Eagle Road St Dawvids. PA 19087 | ph 610-223-5678 | [ax 610-125-5679  globalenyagement.org
.F‘thH-rh:l ‘Waal g D



March 2001

"Dear Lom,

X hardly seems possible that our time together as colleagues at Castern “Baptist "Theological Semunary is
drawing to a close. Our remaining years at this school will most certainly be diminished by your retirement!

Orer thirty years you have labored in this Serminary, svesting your wonderful gifts of heart and mind and
spirit unstintingly for the enrichment of this commmity of faith and learning and in the preparation of owr students for
the ministries to which God has called them. Your presence and contribution has been characterized by unconditional
love and {aithfulness, reflecting beautifully through the earthen vessel of your gemsine and authentic nananity the
character of Valoeh, revealed i the nc amation

Your stimulating msights -~ emerging from your amazing lmguistic detective work and shared with faculty
and students across mary years -~ have challenged owr minds and deepened our faith. Your teaching has been marked
by radical honesty and a passionate commitrment to the truths of God's revelation n Scripture. . And who among us
has not been profoundly touched by those truths as fornmdated and articulated by you? such as: * Sakation may be
instantaneous, but the healing of our scars takes a lifetime” or ““Whatever thrives in the light of the cross is authentic
revelation of bod's purpose ; whatever wilts in the light of the cross is revelation of our luman pathologies.” [ suspect
that such insights are not only the result of brilliant scholarship and careful reflection, but the evidence of mtimate
cormectedness to the “Prince of “Peace, the Son of Jesse. An image that will always be deeply engraved on my heart
and mind is this: “Tom _ Mc"Daniel in worshp, eyes closed, a calm sererity on his countenance, aware that he is in the
presence of the “Holy Ome.

“Thank you, dear friend, for your
generous loyalty and your unreserved spport
in both good and difficult times. ("4 more
trustworthy and comenitted faculty member
no dean and president could have had!
 Margan joins me m wishing you mary more
good years of learning and growing and voriting,
and especially more relaxed and carefree time
with your dear “Doris and the rest of
the _ V" Daniel clan!

“Whth great affection,
 Manfred




In Recognition of
DR. THOMAS FRANCIS McDANIEL
at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Tom, Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary has been honored and blessed to have your
professorial services for the past thirty-three years.

Throughout that time, you have brought academic excellence to the position of Professor of Old
Testament Studies. Based on a solid Ph.D. program and with an ever increasing body of
accumulated reflection on the subject, you have provided first-rate instruction in your discipline.

As you know, alums more often remember personal encounters with faculty members than data
they shared on a subject. That is what I have heard repeatedly from several of your former
students. But a number of them added, not only that they received valuable advice, but that their
lives were changed because of encounters with you. Some would not have continued in seminary
had it not been for your counsel. This is what we wish to focus on.

Our sense is that these meaningful relations with students were based on a genuine respect for all
persons. That is a perspective that is not easily acquired. Yet, you have developed it to a high
degree.

Respecting all persons has led to inquiring about their circumstances, especially when they have
sought you out to share some concerns. When your work was demanding, it was undoubtedly
often a struggle to set aside time to enter into the lives of others. Yet, you made the time and
have been a great blessing 1o many, in some cases contributing to radical changes in their lives.

One may know of others’ needs and stop there. You, however, have also cared. You have gone
beyond simply gathering information and have empathized and sympathized with brothers and
sisters who were carrying a burden.

But more than that, you have acted on your concern and assisted where possible. That is the test
of a servant heart. And you have met that test 50 well that many students and alums are singing
your praises for it.

For us, these are the marks of Christian love. Most of us strive to attain them, but you have
mastered the art in genuine Christian maturity. And in doing so you have won the hearts of many
students, despite any struggles they may have had with Old Testament methodology,

For these and other reasons, Eastern Seminary has been truly honored by your presence and
engagement in the life of its community. May God continue to bless you richly for these
achievements and grant many opportunities for continued and rewarding service in the years
ahead.

\ 5 ,
Cordially, Eric and Eunice Ohlmann Ikm,.:.f i o gmma_u_,u.__.--



Glenn and Peggy Kock
1401 Faiwsiewr HAvenue
Qtavertawn, P A 19083

Dear Tom,

Congratulations upon joining the ranks of the “retired.” You will like it after you get
used to it. Being without a daily schedule may cause you to lose track of what day of the week it
is. But don’t despair; just make sure that your watch has a “day of the week™ function. That way
you won’t have to be embarrassed by asking someone, “Say, what day of the week is this?”

If you get a daily newspaper, it will list the day of the week on the masthead. That’s another way
of keeping track of where you are. Don’t read the news, however, because depression will set in.

Now, if you should lose track of what week of the month you are in, I would suggest
marking off the days on the calendar. Its not unlike a convict marking the wall of his cell
keeping track of how many days are left until release. Please don’t get me wrong. Its all right to
lose track of things; after all, you have become a Senior, and “Senior moments™ are expected of
us. We wouldn’t want to disappoint people, now, would we?

But, of course, there is an easier way in this modern age to keep track of days and weeks,
we have a computer which gives us the time of day and, if we can find it, the day of the month,
and maybe even the year. But one has to learn to trust the handy gadget. Don’t ask whether a
virus has messed things up and it is not really telling the right day. We must live by faith, even
though that is sometimes hard to come by when dealing with a computer. We both know that,
don’t we?

The life of a retired professor is great, once you get used to it. No 8:00 o’clocks, no
papers to grade, no committees to attend; no faculty meetings to endure; you can sleep-in every
day; shop the malls when you want; take out grandchildren to eat at their favorite bistro any day
they are available; etc. The sky is the limit; have fun, relax, listen to the birds, enjoy nature, or
whatever. You've earned it! And if things get rough for some reason, you can attend Professors
Retired Anonymous, and we will send over a person to help you through the withdrawal
symptoms.

May God’s blessings continue to be with you, my friend and colleague. We should get
together soon to compare notes, as we used to do!

Glenn
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17 South Childs Street

Woodbury, New Jersey 08096
January 29, 2001

:
#

Dr. Thomas McDaniel ;
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary '
6 Lancaster Avenue |

Wynnewood, PA
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Ymnmiqmtﬂchingstyhmdmeﬂmdnﬂmﬂ:eMWchmmmoﬁnm
research and write as much — or as little — as they desire. You simply challenge ived
ideas of learners and let the “Light” in. Ymenmgemunlusnlwmbemr_ ' for it has
been your words to me privately that have affirmed my ability and kept me “6n the course.” You
are the pr who walks through the café, notices students and sits down to join in

n with them. You are the student’s friend. You have modeled love and
when young and older seminarians have challenged your ideas time after time. I have
at your ability to provide an arena in all your classes for different views to be set forth. '
response has been calm and composed, even-tempered and unperturbed. Ynua:n:anm?ﬁ
ki , .

Thank you, thank you, thank you, Dr. McDaniel, for being a pmfesmrufltmhigt%&
character who has responded affirmatively to the highest calling.

.~ With sincerity and love, \

o > o :

Lois Osgood Miltimore §

Ry

-



Monumental Baptist Church

4948 Locust Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19139
Organized in the Year of Our Lord 1826

Church Office - 215/747-1414
Fax - 215/747-1145
Reverend J. Wendell Mapson, Jr., Pastor

January 31, 2001

Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

6 Lancaster Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096

Dear Dr. McDaniel:

[ join with others in celebrating your brilliant 32 year teaching career
at Eastern. However, you have been more than a seminary professor.
You have been a mentor to students, a supporter and advocate of
worthy causes.

I will always remember your leadership and support of Eastern's
School of Christian Ministry from its inception and your presence in
the classroom. You were very supportive and helpful while I was
Director of the program. You are well thought of and highly respected
by any number of African-American students across the years who
found in you an advocate for their struggles and concerns.

As you prepare to enter this transitional period, I pray for good health

and a keen mind, and may the Lord of the church who called us to be
servants, continue to bless you and your family.

ace and Peace,

 hnd] Wogar

v. J. Wendell Mapson, ]Jr.

JWM:dfc
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(Haiku)

Gentle, .
list'ner with a quiet spirit,
a man whom God loves.

Humble and learned,
pondering outside the box
as one who loves God. '

A thoughtful, eim—full
handler of God’s Word, he mines
it, for he loves truth.

With eyes that wonder,
seeing new while holding old,
he loves sharing life.

in sacred moments,
| and hushed by the holy,
ves talks with God.

st, open, firm,

the second chance,
| as does God.
ndness,

ing with God,



PUBLISHERS
SINCE 1824

? W American Baptist Board of

Education and Publication, Inc.

Dear Tom,

Thank you for all you have contributed to Eastern Seminary over these many
years: for your scholarship, your quest for truth, and for modeling the spirit of
Christ in your words and deeds. I remain especially thankful for the insights and
information you graciously provided as 1 worked on the Seminary’s 75
anniversary history.

[ will always remember your telling the story of the paper submitted by a student,
how poorly it represented what you’d taught. You gave him F. Still upset and
pacing, you returned to the paper to give it an F minus. And I'll remember the
testimonies | heard during my time there from minority persons who felt at home
at Eastern Seminary because of you and your “proddings” for justice.

Mostly, I'll remember how you challenged your students, upon entering ministry,
to stand for what is true and not for what is popular, to favor resources and
programs that have integrity, especially with regard to an accurate reading of
Scripture. I attempt to rise to this challenge virtually every week in my current
role in Christian publishing. Others who have accepted this challenge are
represented in the book Who Killed Goliath?, dedicated to you and your longtime
friend and colleague, Glenn Koch.

Congratulations and may God continue to bless you in your retirement. Thank
you for all you have done and all you have meant to untold numbers of people



The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

6 Lancaster Avenue ® Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 19096

March 15, 2001
Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Dear Tom:

Since you have been present for my entire twenty-year association with Eastern Seminary it is
hard for me to imagine this place without your presence. But time does march on, as they say,
and you will soon leave to write the next chapter of God's plan for your life.

[ want to take a moment to communicate my thanks to God for your life, which has had such an
impact on my own. I have had the privilege of knowing you as my professor, fellow seminary
employee, and friend.

As my professor you helped me develop a love for the study of God’s word. You challenged me
to love the Lord my God with all of my mind and to take personal responsibility for the
interpretation of Scripture. You gave me a desire to pursue relentlessly the truth within God’s
word.

As a seminary employee I have enjoyed the opportunity to work with you on various projects
and serve with you on several committees. Your steadfast cooperation and helpfulness have
blessed me. Your sense of humor has brought the gift of laughter. It has been a real honor to

serve with you as a colleague in ministry.

When I think of my relationship with you over the years, in whatever capacity, there is one
constant thought. I will always associate Tom McDaniel with the person in my life who has best
exemplified the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” I have been blessed and
challenged by the consistent evidence of the fruit of the Spirit in your life.

As the years pass, Tom, I will remember less of the specific lessons you taught me in class. My
Hebrew is already questionable and I can only recite one-half of the shema. But very clearly
etched in my memory will be the lesson of your Christian witness and life. That lesson, my
friend, I will never forget—for which I thank God, and you!

Blessings to you, rabbi. Go forth and embrace this new day that God gwes you, and continue to
be fruitful, for God’s sake.

Sincerely in Christ,

Merrit L. Marsango

610/896-5000 800/210-EBTS FAX 610/649-3834



March 15, 2001 -

DearTam.__

| !r is @ great joy to .‘.re cefebmﬁng with you kxiay aeizbrafm_g the .’mtmy of the Seminary
we have been called to serve and celebrating your upcoming transition from Professor
andmker:mﬁ‘w Thank you for the education you have given me in the time we
have worked together. It was a dgﬂ'emmkmdqfechmaﬂan rﬁﬂnl&ecfaumnm wfsdﬂm |

youuwmdtﬂrwsmdem

Yﬂu have taught me'a lot abmd ﬁ_}‘é and about rﬁspn.:mfﬂr Mﬂg I have wamhedm
shegr astonishment these past nawmmmmmmmdﬁernmeyaur
mgfmﬁug belief in and commitment to the students of Eastern Seminary. No one who has
‘encountered you in the classroom, in the haﬂway in yam'qﬂ‘ioe armﬂle church has

- been lefi unmuched. ' |

My first mentors at Eﬂstem Seminary: Daw Mary and Bm’f gmie me mfuub!e

- instruction —always ask Tom first when you need help. I know good advice when I hear.
it! Thank you for coming to my rescue on more than one occasion. The Austen K
deBlois Library is a betier place for htving had you as one of its chief advocates. It has
* delighted me beyond measure that no student of yours could complete a course .
successfully w:'lhmu bﬂcaming a patron and user of the 'Hbrury' '

Thank you for taking such delight in your grandcﬁddr’en bind for .rharmg that delight with
all of us. When I think of you, I always tkinﬁq{:he.ipecmf hghtinyaureyes a.r_}aoufa!k
- abmt these most special of all'children.

Tom, I do indeed celebrate with you in these days mynu!mk roward:rmchapter i
your book of life. May yaur puman far life graw .:truuger w::.& mcﬁ semmce as it is



Dear Dr. McDaniel,

One of the greatest blessings of working here at the seminary has been the opportunity to take
classr.:s w%'rh you. You are the most Christ-like and wisest person I have ever met. Your
combination of gentleness and iron-clad integrity, your ability to say always what you think and
stick firmly to your convictions while at the same time respecting other people and their opinions
stands as a model for me, a benchmark to which I aspire. Your personal witness testifies to the
courage you have shown in the face of pressure to conform. You have a truly rare ability to
combine the most exacting scholarship with practical and pastoral application to our daily lives.
Like Christ, you personify Wisdom, offering her banquet to all for the asking. Countless students
have been blessed by your teaching and your example.

On 1pm-c{y personal level, your example of loving God "with your mind" has helped me accept
whnilnmmrelatinntn God. So often I feel Hk:ldnubﬁngl'humas,butyetthem}rmuﬂ}eity
fascinates me and draws me. Many of your remarks and testimony have made me feel less like
an oddball in this institution. Your message is one that the world desperately needs to hear,
espacia]l:rrmon:inlheintellmﬂ community, who are often tumned off by simplistic ’
menfChdsﬁmhy. I'hope that in your retirement you will find a wider audience for
your ideas and that you will "live long and prosper.”

Thank you so much for all you have done,
Nancy Adams
S '
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(In the English sense of the word)
I am grateful to
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Because you have taught us
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(In the Hebrew sense of the word).
Well and richly do you deserve the title that Christ himself wore in his earthly life:
@ )
As you have blessed
Generation unto generation.
Of students here and elsewhere
May

Hizgh an o

Be upon you
From this ime forth. forever more.



February 12, 2001

To: The Reverend Doctor Thomas F. McDaniel

This is written to express my sincere congratulations to you on this the occasion
of your retirement from professor of Old Testament Studies at Eastern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

How fortunate that | can be numbered as one of the thousands, who was :
blessed to have been one of your students.

For this experience, | have been immensely rewarded and blessed. Having
completed three decades of public school teaching, answering the “call” to ordained
ministry came late in my life. Thank God for you, and “thank you", Dr. McDaniels, and
others like you, who made the transition to God’s service one for which | am deeply
grateful.

For the ensuing years, may you and yours enjoy good health and happiness. As
“a good and faithful servant”, you have earned time away from the grind and tensions of
life and teaching.

May God's blessings be yours for always.

With love and deep appreciation, | am in His service 1/ /
Rev. Dr. Mary B. Duff

6044 Webster Street
Philadelphia, Pa (43)

Class of May, 1989
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February 8, 2001
To Dr. Thomas F. MeDaniel --
Dear Tom:

This letter will inspire no fond reminiscences. Likely, my
name will evoke no recollection.

However, I do have reason to write a letter uipprwilt.iun.
Also, I think my communication will inspire some humor.

First, a 1little background. I shall mention two professors,
well known to you.

During my BD studies at Eastern, 1940-1943, Hebrew was a required
subject. Mercifully for some of us, the teacher was W. Everett Griffiths.
Two things about Dr. Griffiths were unusual. First, although indeed a
competent Hebrew and Old Testament scholar, his heart was in the local
church and the pastoral ministry. (I do believe eventually he did go
into the pastorate.) Secondly, with WWII raging, Dr. Griffiths (I've
long suspected) was not about to lose otherwise promising students to
the draft boards.

His Hebrew uhuy&‘ more often became lectures on the basics
of a frultful pastoral ministry. Those who came to class carrving
their Scofield Bibles inevitably were engaged in spirited discussions
with Dr. Griffiths.

I returned to Eastern for the Th.M. program, which I did complete
in 1956, Dr, Edward Dalglish then was professor of Hebrew and 0Old Testament.
He was not another Everett Griffiths.

Somehow in a careless moment, I signed up for a Hebrew language
course with him, and on a graduate level no less!

The disparity between Dr. Dalglish' two students could not
have been greater. There were two of us in the class, you being the
other.

I think the marvel is that Dr. Dalglish did not put me out of
the class for wasting his, and your time.

Now to my letter of appreciation to you. You stayed out of
it during the imprecations that the professor sometimes heaped upon
me. Instead, you looked at me, your countenance convering , a sense
of kindly understanding, and mild amusement.

So, years later, Thanks Tom. Té rely on a much used
expression, "you are a gentleman and a scholar.”

Sincerely,




March 8, 2001

Dr. Thomas McDaniel

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood, PA 19096
Dear Dr. McDaniel,

Thank you for all that you have done to make my time at Eastern a pleasant

experience.

Thank you for never being too busy to answer my questions or help me solve a
problem with my computer.

Thank you for every kind word and every word of encouragement. It has truly
been my pleasure to know you and to be blessed with the little “tidbits” of wisdom you
shared with me every now and then.

1 pray that you will have many, many years of health and happiness and that each
day will be filled with the joy of doing the things you love best with those you love best!

. -El}l',



PASTORAL COUNSELING NETWORK
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R. DANDRIDGE COLLINS, Ph.D. Telephone: (215) 790-9718
110 W. Rirtenhouse Square

Suite 408

Philadelphia, PA 19103

March 15, 2001

Thomas McDaniel, Ph. D.

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
Professor, Old Testament Studies

6 Lancaster Ave

Wynnewood, Pa
Dear Tom,

As you transition into a blessed retirement I felt compelled to pause and share with you
just how much your ministry of teaching has meant to me. When I came to Eastern in
1978 you became my advisor. And during my tenure at seminary your kind and nurturing
style shepherded me through some difficult times. J never forgot it!

As an instructor you were in a league of your own. Remember the time when you were
addressing some issues of racial injustice, and the class appreciated your lecture so well
that you received a standing ovation. I never forgot that either.

And how about the time you had the creative vision to have the graduating scripture
lesson read from Hebrew and English. I never forgot that either.

Your warmth and scholarship, your kindness and your discipline, your friendship and

your example, remind me of Jesus. Congratulations on a fruitful career. Lets stay in touch
and never forget the rich history we have shared.

God Bless You,

==

R. Dandridge Collins, Ph.D.



Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel o,
Professor of Old Testament “Hig gapmst
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary o sis ssewe Tk

6 Lancaster Avenue An American Baptist Region in the Delaware Valley
Wynnewood, PA 19096

March 12, 2001

Dear Tom,

Where in the world have all those years gone? At this time when we honor you and thank you for all
your years of teaching and ministry at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, | personally extend my
gratitude to you for touching my life.

It hardly seems possible that more than 30 years ago | began seminary. As you will recall, the class |
entered with was a “different breed of cat’ and gave the administration and faculty some real
challenges! After all, it was the late sixties!

You inspired and challenged each of us. Your personal testimony gave us insight into the kind of
person you truly are. The views and interpretations that you readily presented offered a freshness
and open spirit to our shared Christian faith.

Mot only did you take seriously the academic challenges for our life and growth, you showed a
genuine interest in each individual. There were the social times that you and your family participated
in as well as the ongoing conversations with students and staff.

If | recall, the McDaniel Family lived right there on-site in the early years until you found your home in
MNarberth. There was Doris and James who added so much to your life but also made our extended
seminary family a true family! Not only did you all contribute to our spiritual and social needs, but
nurse Doris assisted us in getting well!

So many people and events have passed by. Little did | know so long ago that | would serve
churches in Ohio and Wiscoinsin and then return to Philadelphia in 1989 to serve on the
Philadelphia Baptist Association staff. It has been good to see you continuing to serve the Seminary

community in so many ways.

My prayer for you and your family is that you will continue to be blessed in so many ways, and that
your life of service in ministry will continue to be a rich blessing for others. | am thankful to God for
allowing our paths to cross and for significant ways that you have made a difference in my life. God's
Shalom!

%ﬂ: in ministry,
7O mc; LD-Uium W
Associate Executive Minister,

Congregational Life
JCM: ykb

100 North 1I'.'-"':I'l Street, l]'h Floor, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2736 Phone: 215-563-7393 Fax: 215-563-7396
IIHI' Larry K. Waltz, Executive Minister
Rev. John Craig Murrow, Congregational Life * Rev. De. Leonard Thompson, Sr.. Regional Outreach
Rev. Edwin C. Flexer, New Church Ministries * Rev. Lisa R. Harris, Mission Support
Mrs. Mary Beth Rankin Finn, Office Operations




Zion Baptist Church

"A People Looking Unto Jesus”
Hebrews 12:2
219 West ing Arenue
fﬂiﬂariafmﬂh Ard ?, Mﬁ 2 19003 Chairman Board of Trustees
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Melvin Walker Rev. James A. Pollard, Sr., PARD.
February 19, 2001

Dr. Thomas McDaniel
Professor of Old Testament Studies
6 Lancaster Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096
Dear Dr. McDaniel:

The members of the Zion Baptist Church of Ardmore and 1 congratulate you on your

Because of your love for the Greek & Hebrew languages and your enthusiasm and
commitment to teaching, thousands of students have been encouraged to better understand the
meaning of God’s Word. Those who have studied under you have been blessed, consequently
congregations everywhere have benefited from the gift that you have been given and have so
freely shared with others.

We are sure that wherever you are, someone will be learning something, but we pray that
you will now have lots of time to do some of the things that you enjoy and have been too busy to
do all these years.

May God richly bless you and your family with many years of a happy, healthy, retirement.

Yours very truly,

James A. Pollard, Sr., Ph.D. Pastor

JAP/jh

Residence Phone: (610) 649-4485
Church Phone: (610) 649-1216
Fax (610) 649-9116
email zionbe(@juno.com



The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

6 Lancaster Avenue * Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 19096

February 14, 2001

Dear Tom:

Itis very difficult to find the right words which express my deep appreciation and respect
for you.

Thirty-two years ago I was a second-year student in your Old Testament class. For the
first time the Hebrew scriptures came alive, and the Bible became more than just the New
Testament. During that experience and subsequent encounters, I also learned about your
hermeneutical principle which focuses on the cross, and this made a profound impact on
my life. Yet, more importantly, it was — and continues to be — your spirit which exudes
the presence of Christ that commands the appreciation and respect I have for you. And it
is this same spirit that I covet for our students.

Thank you, Tom, for the touch of class you have brought to our community. Thank you
for the wisdom you have shared. Eastern Seminary has been blessed to have had you as
one of God's choice servants. Yet, I am blessed to have you as a friend.

Shalom, my brother and friend.

e

Stephen S. Hutchison



Graduate Business Programs

11 March 2001

Dear Tom,

Some years back I was chatting with a graduate from the Seminary. After asking my ritual
question—"So did you have the opportunity to take any classes with McDaniel?”—this person
responded affirmatively. Ithen responded, “He’s a wonderful human being.” After pausing for
a moment, he responded “You know, I think that says it all.”

I have often thought about that conversation. Why the “human being” language? Why did I not
think of you first as a great professor, a fine Christian, or a caring mentor? All of these
descriptions are just as accurate and, one would think, more descriptive. But I don’t think they
capture the essence of Tom McDaniel.

Your gift to Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary and its students is nothing less than a gift of
humanity. Your personal commitment to a critical yet compassionate approach to faith has
opened up new worlds for your students . . . and I am one of those students. Yet I think your
most enduring contribution is that you have provided us, in your person, with a kind of model for
humanity that combines faith with doubt, critical consciousness with humility, and, above all, an
ecumenical concern for all other persons. That gift of humanity is something that no student will
forget—long after the last Hebrew root has receded into dark comers of one’s consciousness.

fail to convey my gratitude for all that you have done over the years.

Professor of Ethics and Economic Development

EASTERN COLLEGE - 1300 Eagle Road - St Davids, Pennsylvania 19087-3696 - Telephone 610-341-5848



Dear Dr. McDaniel,

On this special occasion of your being honored for your work at EBTS I would like to
pen some words of appreciation for what you offered me while I was at Eastern.

I vividly remember sitting in the front row of your Old Testament Study course in the
spring of 1992. You were patient with me as I asked numerous questions during every
class session. Even my friends made fun of me for asking recurrent questions! That
class challenged me and I felt that you primarily sensitized us to issues of justice
especially in relation to the “outsiders” of the Hebrew Bible. You had and will always
have a special place for the down trodden of the Hebrew Bible and the world we live in.

I took your Isaiah and Jeremiah course in the fall of 1993 and a lot has remained with me
from that class too. We dealt with hermeneutical issues, and you emphasized that the
manner in which we can best deal with the conflicting universalistic and ethnocentric
passages in Isaiah and Jeremiah was through the cross of Jesus Christ—the suffering God
was and is the basis of enabling us to grasp and interpret the complexity of the biblical
passages we studied. When students questioned your approach to the text you awakened
us to the reality of our own ethnocentric selves by sharing your story. You grew up with
the view that the “Japs” were the enemy, but when you went to Japan as a missionary
God gave you a “new heart” through which you embraced the people of Japan. You
shared this story with tears in your eyes and at that moment whether we agreed with you
or not became irrelevant—you story was a manifestation of the possibility of conversion
even in our own lives. You became vulnerable to help us as we struggled with the text.

I am now in the dissertation phase of my Ph.D. in World Religions at Baylor University
in Texas. My dissertation is on Thich Nhat Hanh’s (a Vietnamese Zen Buddhist monk
living in exile in France) contribution to inter-religious dialogue and global peace. My
entire approach to World Religions, and life, continues to be grounded in a concern for
peace and justice in this world. One of the persons who planted this seed in me is Dr.
Thomas F. McDaniel; from a Hindu perspective you are one of my gurus. Thank you for
the endless effort you put into your teaching. Imagine this—there are many of us who
studied under you. We may not move mountains or shake the foundations of the world,
but we carry our little flame of passion for peace and justice in this hurting world, and we
pass it on to our friends, families, congregations, communities, and students. You were
and are one of the sources of this flame in our lives! You challenged us to preach justice.

God be with you as you move into the next stage of your life. 1hope you can retire
knowing that your message has been received by a few of us.

Words can never express what you mean to me. But at this stage perhaps words will
suffice.

Grace, peace, and love.

Laju Balani (class of 1995)



The EastemnBaptist Theological Seminary

CULBERT G. RUTENBER, Ph.D. 5906 Blythewood Dr.
Prolessor Emeritus of Philosophy of Religion .ﬁustiﬂ, T 78745

March 6, 2001

Dear Tom:

By way of that mysterious grapevine I understand you are re-
tiring. I can't get over it. These kids retiring. What is the
world coming to? I don't know so you'll have to answer that.

But I have an inkling of what is in store for you: No classes,
no paper-grading, no student griping and of course best of all
no income!

Tom, I would have liked to have had a longer period with you
as my colleague. Oh, well...you can't have everything.

I've been under the weather somewhat so I won't drag this
out with sweet nothings or anything like that. And of course I
wish you etc. etc. etc. There is one nice thing about me: I

don't expect any answer from you.
High f::ZEE;and happy landing,

P.S. We like Texas. I'm not sure why but we like it anyway.



The Baptist Church in the Great Valley

945 N. VALLEY FORGE ROAD, DEVON, PENNSYLVANIA 18333
(610) 688-5445

March 15, 2001

Dear Tom,

Although it hardly seems possible, nearly thirty years have passed since I first
{  walked into your hermeneutics class armed with Claus Westermann’s Essays. ..
g Re and experiencing more than a little fear and trepidation in the pit of my stomach.

There was a great deal of hostility in those days, as I recall, on the part of students
and the “Powers-that-Be” alike. Yet, as always, you remained the voice of reason,
of quiet compassion and conviction, reminding us from the pages of your beloved
Old Testament that the step between religious ecstasy and sinful frenzy could be
all too brief’

The notes from that sometimes-tumultuous hermeneutics class remain with me still -
yellowed with age, well thumbed and well loved -- not as a memorial, but as a constant
point of scholarly reference and as living testimony to the sheer joy of learning that you
instilled within me. More than anything else, however, I shall be forever in your debt for
demonstrating, in your life as well as in your classroom, that one’s Christian faith and
one’s intellectual credibility need not be mutually exclusive. I count it a rare privilege to
have been one of your students.

But now, as you lay aside the rigors and the rewards of seminary life, and as you
contemplate both the unmitigated joys and the psychological burdens of “retirement,” it
is my earnest prayer that you will consider this event not as an ending but as yet another
fruitful beginning.

As Robert Frost once wrote: “The woods are lovely, dark and deep. But I have promises
to keep, and miles to go before [ sleep.” You, t00, dear friend, have miles to go and much
to teach us still. Perhaps now you will have more time to devote to your writing,
crystallizing and refining the thoughts and ideas that first challenged us in the classroom.

May God grant you peace and health in the years of rich and rewarding labor that lie
ahead.

5

Shalom!
i

Arthur R. Namendorf
Class of 1974



83 Meetinghouse Hill Road
Franklin, Connecticut 06254

March 8, 2001

Thomas F. McDaniel

Professor of Old Testament

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood, PA 19096

Dear Dr. McDaniel:

As one of your many students, | am, of course, hoping that you will
remember me. However, realistically, I know that my face may not
appear clearly, after teaching so many students over the years.
Therefore, 1 enclose a recent photograph.

I could not let this special time of recognition for you pass without
acknowledging yvour immense influence on my education at Eastern and
in my spiritual life. Your scholarship and pastoral heart have deeply
influenced how I present my faith to my church family.

I recall several instances from classes which stand out in my mind. The
prayers with which you opened class, held a depth and active spiritual
quality that remain with me to this day. Your idea of holding scripture
up to a mirror and asking whom it reflects - humanity or God was so
simple and so insightful to me that I use it constantly in my adult
classes. I remember in “Minor Prophets” your concept of nationalistic
theology versus global theology. I remember especially the dignity you
gave to questions regarding the relationship of scholarship and faith. I
recall one particular question that was asked in which a student wanted
to know if God had ceased speaking to us in the same way in which
He/She appeared to do so in the past. You replied with a questioning
shrug of your shoulders; a solitary gesture indicating that we were to
wrestle intellectually from a position of faith.

I recall your remark to us in Hebrew class that previous classes were
more serious in their Hebrew studies than was our class. Were we
chagrined! Then someone made another joke and we all laughed heartily
again! Your patience helped us mature and gave us confidence in
staying the course. Your commitment to scholarship and faith is one
that has touched many of us who have sat under your lectures.



Thomas F. McDaniel
March 8, 2001
Page Two

| wish you many more years of good health and happiness. Thank you
for your commitment to your students and especially, your faith in me.

Very truly yours,

Dale M. Dubina
Class of 1985




St. Mark’s United Methodist Church

100 Peachblossom Road * Easton, MD 21601-2546 « 410-822-0001
Fax 410-822-0002 E-mail: stmarksumc@goeaston.net

March 8, 2001
Dear Dr. McDaniel,

I met you in the Spring of 1971 when I was looking to transfer seminaries in the Mid-
Atlantic area.

I was looking for an experience in Old Testament that was different from the one I had
had the previous two years. When I talked with you, I found that your theological
position about the Scriptures was very different from what I had known in the past. But I
was drawn to your manner and your interest in philology. I came to Eastern and never
regretted the decision.

During that year, I heard you being asked about your devotional life. You had said that
you repeat the Shema throughout the day with addition of the name of Jesus. I took your
practice and incorporated into all my confirmation classes. I have made them memorize
the Shema, so that during our visit to Sabbath worship in the Synagogue, they could stand
with others and affirm our common faith in God in Hebrew.

You also had us to your apartment for a Japanese-style dinner. And at the conclusion of
the year, you wrote a gracious recommendation in my behalf for a church position in the
Philadelphia area.

Thank you for taking time for me in 1971. It made a big difference in my life and
ministry.

Sincerely,
47 L Dt

Gary L. Moore
Class of 1972
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January 31, 2001

Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
Wynnewood, PA

Dear Dr. McDaniel:

It’s difficult for me to accept the fact that I will not be able to attend the
Founder’s Day Celebration during which you will be honorad for your 32
years of teaching at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary You were more
than just one of my favorite professors. You made me feel that you were
my brother in Christ and a true friend

As Eastern Seminary celebrétes your contributions to the kingdom of God
and to the lives of so many of God's servants, I will be in Russia teaching
at the Moscow Theological Seminary and helping to prepare pastors and
leaders for Baptist churches throughout Russia Consider my teaching in
Russia an exiension of your teaching because you have always inspired
your students to excel in what they do.

May the years of your “retirement” bring you much joy and fulfillment as
you look back on a life so generously shared with others and as you look
forward to the coming reign of Christ.

Your appreciative student and brother in Christ,




Marion Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)

1050 McGowan Blvd.
Marion, IA 52302-2400 Robert “Bob™ Kunz, Senior Pastor
(319) 377-7329

January 31, 2001

Dear Tom,

Has it been 32 years already? Hard to believe isn't it. Well, perhaps not for you having 1o put up
with the changing parade of new students marching through the hallowed halls of Eastern
Seminary. So many changes, so much growth in knowledge and in grace. In the course of more
than a quarter of a century, you've put your mark on Eastern I’'m grateful to God for the impact
you've had on me and my ministry.

You gave to me a very high regard for the Old Testament. . .in spite of the fact that I didn’t stick
with Aramaic in which you were kind enough to begin tutoring me. What you gave me has
enriched both my teaching and preaching ministry since I graduated in 1971. As a consequence, it
has enriched the congregations and hospitals I've served. Always, there has been a dearth of
understanding or interest in the Old Testament. Always, there has been new excitement generated
as fellow Christians began to befriend the story of God’s action through our “mother”, Judaism.
The downside is, so many Christians with whom I come in contact still are ignorant and have less
time and less interest in coming to a more informed faith. I guess that’s what living in the shadow
of Babylon does to people of faith.

At any rate, for a time there, we weren’t sure you were going 10 make it. I remember a scene in
which you were lying prostrate before the chapel doors—and you weren’t in prayer (consciously
at least). We thought you were on the verge of death. Thank God our prayers were answered,
you began learning how to pace yourself and have had the opportunity to continue to educate
pastors and laity alike across the years as well as provide your diplomatic and language skills to
help others.

You've been a true blessing in my life and I know in the lives of so many, many people. Thank
God for Tom McDaniel! Congratulations on your upcoming retirement. May God’s grace and
peace continue to go before you.

Sincerely,
Bob Kunz légn! of *71)

The mission of Marion Christian Church is to build a community of faith that confesses Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the Living God, and that proclaims Him Lord and Savior. By the Holy Spirii, we will worship God,
wirtness to His love, and minister to any in need.
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C. ¥ Orr & Associafes

ORGANIZATIONAL CONSULTANTS

March 1, 2001

Dr. Thomas F. McDanial

Eastermn Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancasier Avenue

Wynnewood, PA 19086

Dear Tom:

Our congratulations on 32 years of teaching! VWe know you have been a wonderful influence
on studenis, colleagues and friends—not only the information you imparted, but on their
thinking and their lives.

Also, our congratulations on your retirement. You have made that benchmark which all of us
eagerly anticipate and we are sure you will make it a rewarding period of your life. You and
Doris have sacrificad a great deal for the Church, both professionally and personally, and you
both deserve this time for yourselves and your family.

The friendship we shared in the past is remembered with laughier, tears and poignancy. The
stories, jokes, discussions about changing the world and organized religion, the beach time,
the parties, the mutual friends, and just sharing lives was some of the best times of those

early years.

Now that we are both grandparents, it is even mora important to maintain that youthful
exuberance toward thinking, leaming and living. We are sure you agree!

Our love and best wishes to you both!

i

Jack and Rebecca O

2403 MATWOOD ROAD, WILMINGTOM, DE 19810
Phone: X02-475-2179  FAX: J02-475-2323

Email: tavidh belatianic net



3111 E 4th St., Apt. 112,

Dr. Thomas F. Mc Daniel, Tucson, Az. B5715
Easten Baptist Theo. Seminary,
6 Lancaster ave., February 5, 2001

Wynnvood, Pa. 19096
Dear Dr. Mc Daniel:
Christian greetings!

I would like to congratulate you on the occasion of your
vinning the 2001 2lumnus of the year Award. You are certainly
vorthy of this honor having taught so faithfully, for so many
years, in your chosen field of endeavor. 1 remember you and
your beloved vife 20 well. I met you first in 1969 having
recently immigrated to the United States from Canada to part-
icipate in the Th.M. program at Eastern.I wvas grateful for
your classes in Hebrew and Aramaic and your wise counsel in
helping me to complete my thesis on A Study of the Root Sedek
and its Derivatives im the 0l1d Testament. .

Following my pastorate in the Manoa Baptist Church in
Havertown, 1 served two churches in Ohio, retiring inm 1985 to
Kent, Ohio. For the next seven years, I did pastoral supply
wvork and and studied at the Kent State University where I
earned an M.A. in Latin and another M.A. in Modern Eistory.
In 1992, I chose to move to Tucson, Arizona to enjoy a milder
climate. My wife and I soon joined the First Southern Baptist
Church where I have been pleased to serve as a deacon and
have been on the Board of the First Southern Christian School
as vell ag working among the Seniors and Native Americans.

I regret that on May 2, 1999, my belcved Arlowa passed away.
Although I shall be 83 in March, I still retain good health
and still teach a Senior Couples Class in Sunday School zas

as well as serving in areas vhere I am needed.

I am grateful for a loving Heavenly Father vho continues to
shower His tender mercies upon me and for the many pleasant
memories of teachers like yourself who contributed so much
tc me in my academic pilgrimage. I hope that you will have a
most pleasant time of retirement and find areas of service

in wvhich you can offer something from your own rich
experience.

May GCod continue to bless you and your wife with continued
health, strength and faith. In pleasant memory as your
friend, I remain

D James F. Talbot



First Baptist Church

118 Main Street
Hudson Falls, New York 12839
(518) 747-7036

March 7, 2001
Dear Dr. McDaniel, '

Both [la and myself wish to extend our appreciation to you for your many years of teaching at Eastern
Seminary. We were students there in the mid 90's, and now both pastor churches in upstate New York in
the foothills of the Adirondack mountains.

I look back upon my years at Eastern Seminary with great fondness. Though seminary was often
demanding, and though I recall sometimes “counting the days” until graduation, I am grateful for the
education |1 obtained at Eastern, and treasure the very many wonderful people we came to know the three
years we lived there.

One of my warm memories was taking your Hebrew class during the January term of 1996. As | write this
today, we have just shoveled out of a 20 inch snowfall here in the mountains. 1 recall five years ago, after
the “Blizzard of 1996”, working on Hebrew with several classmates in one of the empty classrooms. 1
commend you for the approach you took to teaching such a complicated, but important subject. We studied
much, but really had a lot of fun when the lights of understanding started to come on. 1 appreciate to this
day the “pressure free” class format, and how successful it was.

Overall we both enjoyed your presence in the classroom and around campus. Your words of moderation
and compassion still echo in my ears, especially whenever | hear harsh words spoken by some in the
ministry. You helped many people on their spiritual journeys of truth. Most of all, | am grateful for people
like yourself who were not afraid to think for themselves, or to invite others to do so.

May you have a blessed and happy retirement. 1 am sure that Eastern Seminary will continue to benefit
from your knowledge and passion for God’s Word, and that your contribution will be remembered for very
many years into the future.

Sincerely,

S + o M

Scott and Ila Smith ‘97



1043 NICHOLSON ROAD
WYNNEWOOD, PA 19096

March 5, 2001

Dr. Thomas McDamel

Professor of Old Testament Studies
6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood, PA 19096

Dear Tom:

It seems hard to believe that so many years have gone by since that day I came into your
office, such a troubled student, asking if I had done the right thing in enrolling at Eastern. 1 was
so concerned whether it was ok for a woman to seek ordination, and whether it would damage
my relationship with my husband to be doing such a thing. It was your counsel that settled the
issue for me in such a wonderfully wise way. I don’t think I ever questioned my calling again,
except the first time I stood up in the nave of a church as an intern to be the liturgist in the
service that day. 1 remember pleading with God that if [ were out of His will in this matter of
ordination, that He would correct me. He never did, praise be to God. I also specially remember
the day you found me weeping on the steps outside the cafeteria because my only daughter was
diagnosed with a brain tumor. [ will never forget the tenderness of your comfort, your

compassionate caring, your kind words of encouragement.

I guess my only regret is that I wasn’t a more facile language student, especially where
Hebrew is concerned, but even so you made it fun and even fascinating to try to get a grasp of
how the language was constituted. How I would love to be able to really translate it. But
somewhere the constructs are there in my head and maybe, just maybe, in my retirement I will
be able to tackle it again.

For me, however, the most outstanding memory I have is of you rising to honor me,
Guigui, at the moment my name was called to come forward to be awarded my M. Div. diploma
and to receive the hood representing my degree! That truly was the most outstanding honor I
have ever received. And it was you who so honored me, your student and friend.

It has been 19 years since that first day I met you. What glory years they have been,
walking with the Lord in His service! Thanks be to God for such wonderful mentors along the
way as you were and still are to me. Truly we are surrounded by a wondrous cloud of witnesses,
not only in heaven, but right here on earth, and surely you will always be one for me.

May God richly bless you in your next stage of so loyally serving Him.
Your faithful friend,

&Mﬁtuﬂﬂ. Min., thanks to You!



Hughesville Baplist Church

Pastor  Rev. David K. Fishel

Telephone: 570-584-2291 37 North Third Street
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Licas Lv. FleDanict Febransy 75 2007

to train for Clnmssnes IWissinms * Wy adaiser was to M D0 Dooapusiar bat T nskod te suitoh % Do Eocablar simec
HORD, intorncd ot Ulost Shore Bigatist and smas Lhon past-time fathor 2o au fowt adildion.

Py firsi dag af adass mas miid Do Doplisk in the Futhadection o The Ol Loitament alass. T Molisee that you
asee amn saddalions ot thai Lime, H“HMFHHMMM&H F shants Lo sure To
Sasedey dhaaagd Theredey a7 Cactorn, and’ Fridsy thranpd Wanday ot Horsiskesy with the USTS o Sundags
Clns_mith the Kissan llnitod WWathodist Uhusak,

G ot tobow Holiow with Do Jaw Wle Dunic?. C0olll mon Fdems it s tao doits, Lot T santed' s Lot paa Lnsss
L alksars

Pany dlsainpe ts gaal



INTERIM MINISTRIES AND CHURCH CONSULTANTS
IN FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Rev. Maynard F. Hatch, Ph.D.
Rev. Ruth C. Hatch, Ph.D.
House 5
5300 W. 96™ St.
Indianapolis, IN 46268
(317) 873-0433
E-Mail: penperson@yahoo.com

Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel
Eastern Seminary

6 Lancaster Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096

Dear Tom:

Congratulations! Welcome to the wonderful world of retirement. The Seminary has
demonstrated great wisdom in presenting you with the 2001 Alum of the Year Award.
As 1 reflect on the time I was privileged to work on faculty with you I particularly
remember your willingness to give of yourself in friendship and encouragement. The
Levittown church, my own program at NYU, the teaching at EBTS and the frustrations of
the field education program combined to make a heavy load. Your words of
encouragement were very helpful and I thank you for them.

I do remember the time I happened to be in the right place at the right time and caught
you when you were heading for the floor. I confess that was one of my better catches in
life.

May God continue to use you to touch the lives of others as you enter retirement.

Cordially,



January 29, 2001
Tom,

Having just received the notice of your pending retirement, I had to write this letter of thanks so
that it would be added to the many others I am sure will flow in over the next few weeks.

As I jokingly told you once, you taught me Hebrew so well that I ended up marrying a Jewish
woman and living with Jewish stepchildren. I attend a Reform Temple on a regular basis that has
student Rabbis come and go every two years. Those Rabbis are shocked when they find out that
there is a Christian minister in their midst. My Hebrew has helped me follow those parts of the
services and it helped me aid both my boys as they became a Bar Mitzvah when they were 12.
Your Hebrew classes are never far from my reality and I think of you often.

That is not where your biggest influence upon my life rests however. Your most important effect
on my life touches me in my everyday ministry as a Pastor of a Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) congregation here in Williamsport and in my everyday life as a human being striving to
follow God’s will and direction for my life.

Although I loved all the classes I took from you I learned much more from our times spent talking
over coffee and outside the classroom. As your teaching aid for a few years I was able to see your
compassion and love for people. You were given the difficult task of opening the eyes of the
newer students to encourage them to think about things they thought were already truths from
their days in Sunday School and Bible College. Your wisdom and intellect enabled you to hang in
there as their arguments came year afier year. Your love and patience enabled you to present
these difficult issues in a God-like manner.

You have been the subject of many a Bible Study, discussion, and sermon I have led. Your work
during the difficult days of a social awakening with Blacks and Whites, through the years of a war
torn country, to a seminary setting where you could continue to lead others in God’s light, all
show the commitment and skill you possess. Your talents are many and you have used them to
God’s glory so well. I am so much the richer because of our relationship.

I cannot begin to thank you enough for all that you have given to me. As many of us know, we
never fully realize the positive effects we have had on people. So many come into our life and then
leave it to go on, we can’t begin to see the seeds that were planted and the fruit that comes from
those seeds.

Retire in the grace and love that you deserve. My prayer is that you have many happy vears ahead
with friends and family and can reap some of the rewards you so richly deserve. Thank you for
being such a good professor, mentor, and friend.

Your former student and life time friend,

Ao, [Clime

Ken Weiss, MDiv. 1986
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7 The Church of the Redeemer e et
(Episcopal) Bryn Mawr, Pnnsyivania
Y (610) 525-2486
(610) 525-8547 (fax)
or the info@theredeemerorg
February, 2001
Dear Tom,

I'will never forget those wonderful and intensive 4 weeks in January (what year, |
don’t recall - sometime in the carly 1980°s) when you introduced our class to the Hebrew
language. You actually made learning Hebrew fun. And your love for your subject was
contagious.

I'wish I had been able to keep up with it, but much is now in deep storage
somewhere in my brain. Yet a few things remain on the surface. The Shema for
instance. We sang the Shema during the Sundays of Lent last year, and when our

assistant director of music asked me to translate it for him, | was able to comply without
hesitation.

Also remaining is a sense of the ambiguity of many of the original texts. Since
Hebrew has no vowels, and scribes sometimes made mistakes, differing translations of
one word can change the meaning of a whole passage, as you showed us many times.
Reading and understanding the meaning of scripture is not always that simple.

Most importantly, I remember you as a joyful, affirming, insistent teacher, who
was convinced that you had something wonderful to teach, and that we could all learn
some Hebrew. You were right. I still have several books, and know that if I had to, I
could, with the help of some dictionaries and texts, read some Hebrew or translate a
passage. [t's not all Greek.

I give thanks for your life and ministry, and for the inspiration you brought me. Y

Sincerely yours,

Pokecs & B

Barbara Rivers

(Assistant Rector,

The Church of the Redeemer,
Bryn Mawr)



Calvary Baptist Church

120 West Pennsylvania Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204 )
Telephone: 410-825-3360 Frederick K. Weimert

Glenn L. Wittstadt, Jr.
Organist.Choir Director

March 8, 2001

Dr. Thomas McDaniel

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 19096

Dear Tom,

One of my favorite memories of you was the day 1 stopped up for lunch, with two
friends, and you had forgotten the date. You were still down at Temple doing some
interfaith work there. 1 liked it, because 1 forget things all the time. .. s0 you gained some
human credibility points with me (sometimes you seem a little too super human—maybe
alien.) The real reason it is a favorite memory is that when you finally arrived for
lunch—you came in full of excitement about something that you had discovered in your
recent studies. You sﬂdtbedimmhudm:ﬁmedahe!iefyouh&dhadfmnlong
while, but you were happy to find some textual confirmation for your thought. My
memories of you are filled with memories of your ‘eureka’ moments. It has always
challenged me to never be satisfied with traditional interpretations or mere personal
opinions, if someone as knowledgeable as you needs to look deeper into texts... sodo L.

My years at Eastern were a great time of growth for me, because for the first time
in my life I experienced mentoring not just teaching. It helped me to grow from closed
fundamentalist interpretations to a more open and dynamic understanding of scripture
and the working of God’s Spirit. You were and continue to be a major contributor to this
process in my life. (I still play your tape of your presentation to ABCOTS on the cursing
of Ham.)

I know you will never give up learning, and I hope that you will still be available
for sharing your wisdom with me and with the members of Calvary Baptist Church. Call
me any time you have something that needs to be said.

—

With appreciati -

Frederick K. Weimert



Harold R. Blatt
20 Goldfinch Drive
Wyomissing, PA 19610

February 20, 2001

Dr. Thomas F. Mc Daniel

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
6 Lancaster Ave.

Wynnewood, PA 19096

Dear Tom:

[ regret [ won’t be present when the Seminary celebrates your retirement. 1 had hoped
that the big event would be held after we returned from Florida. But I will be there in spirit.

Our mutual friendship began while we were students. Although you graduated two years
after mine [ continued to live on campus as alumni director. After both serving as ABC
missionaries we were on campus together again in the early seventies. You as a professor in the
Old Testament department and I as director of development. During those yvears we had at least
one fishing trip with the Old Testament professor, Dr. Everett Griffiths. I recall vour helpful
insights as [ was writing my Th.M. thesis.

Our friendship blossomed further when | returned again to Eastern as vice president of
development in the eighties. Your encouragement was most helpful. And I owe you a big thank
you for your generous help in my many computer problems. Your patience was and is a
remarkable attribute of your personality. Although I never had the opportunity to sit under your
teaching I can only imagine how helpful and exciting it would be. Your credentials as a scholar
are well known and will be attested by many.

My many visits to your seminary office afforded me the opportunity to observe yvour
frequent sessions with students. You seemed to always have the time to give in spite of serious
health problems. Visiting in your home gave me further insight into your warm and loving spirit
as | became acquainted with Doris and your mother.

I always felt it was most appropriate that the Old and New Testament departments were
filled with sons of the seminary. You and Glenn Koch were so similar in many respects. As one
who had the responsibility to represent the seminary, 1 honestly could promote it well knowing
at least two key professors personally over many years. Thank vou for all that your ministry has
meant to the school we all love, and to the Church of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Sincerely,

M

Harold R. Blatt
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January 30, 2001

Dr. Themas F. McDaniel
Wynnewood, PA

Dear Dr. McDaniel

I am so please to write this letter reflecting on your impact on my life as you come to the
occasion of vour retirement after thirty-two years of teaching at Eastern Baptist Theological
Seminary. I was a student in your class on introduction to the Old Testament in the fall of 1970.
In a few short weeks you had profoundly impacted my understanding of Scripture and how to
read and interpret it. Unfortunately your teaching of the class was cut short by illness and the
remainder of the class was taught by Dr. Griffiths. It was the experience that [ had with you in
those months that made me willing to take introductory Hebrew and then a reading class in
Hebrew as we dealt with the stories of Genesis. Even though my first love of learning is church
history, you increased my interest in the Old Testament.

Across the years our paths met when we were both doing a class in a United Methodist
Chureh in Fox Chase and most recently when you were willing to come to St. Andrew’s to lead a
Bible discussion on a Sunday evening. Now I am honored 1o return to Eastern as adjunct faculty.
You have always remained for me a model of study and of spirituality that I seek to emulate, but
have not ever attained. You live of what Charles Wesley wrote in one of his hymns, “Unite the
pair so long disjoined. Knowledge and vital piety; Learning and holiness combined. And truth
and love let mortals sec.”

May God bless you in your retirement. [ know that God will use you in wonderful ways
in the days ahead.

Sincerely,

G W

Robert J. Williams



February 24, 2001,
In appreciation to Dr. TWF.MMﬁrhﬂmofmﬂﬂm:m

'[he:ulogmllSemmnjr .’"’e : e
I began attending Easten mﬂmym&pt.lm:ﬂlpdw“iﬁlm
Of Divinity ¢ in May 1995. It was a blessing and a pleasure to have Dr. McDaniel

as one of my puiHmr’I HBMMIWWMWMHM
in the Old Testament. Imﬁ&nmhﬂhﬂymﬂhﬁwllﬂﬂww
McDmyclmcludnumﬂfhhmm -

Ammhmwmﬁﬂ
-The primacy and importance of Jesus (‘Jlm:nmlamntuth Old Tm-t-

-Dr. mnmel’:mmﬁmqnfbwhm&ﬁumdm&ﬁﬁn
Iapumumth:wmhhmm Hunnpn&uorﬂnmtmhwﬁmﬂy
and intertwine his personal testimony which adds to his giftedness. '

-Dr. Mlhmwmm:dmgnf;ﬂwandmn—m
through the study of the Old Testament.
-Hemnﬂmhhnfﬁlﬁwhgmﬂnhhmhh“gmmm
Biblical interpretation even when it may be controversial.

-His scholarship is credible through his many years of study and the desire to be true to
God’s Word.

-His willingness to answer questions after class was appreciated.

-He challenged us as students to learn the original languages of the Bible and to do our
own ground breaking biblical interpretation study of the text. I believe he wants to make
sure that the next generation of believers continues his work.

-Go 1o his class with an open mind. If you don’t think he is right, challenge him but he
will have a credible response.
-H:kocpsaHehchHemﬂtnhureadmgcharathummhcmmnﬂmmmsuﬂy
even in his free time at home. Studying God’s Word is his lifestyle.

-To become a scholar is a full time job throughout life.

-He saw the importance of using the computer to assist biblical studies.

-Dr. McDaniel does not like poor printer ribbons on class papers submitted to him.

The retirement of Dr. McDaniel leaves a gap at Eastern Baptist Seminary. But God is
faithful and will send another person who can fill the position. Nonetheless, the legacy of
Dr. McDamelmHhcpmtuftt:bemhmarkﬁerﬂememBibhcﬂmhuhmmp His
wmmmmkmmummmmmmmmm

Enjoy your retirement, but don’t stop studying.

ol o, L hirgirn-

Garland L. Meyers
44 William Penn Drive

Schwenksville, PA 19473
By the way, will you be a professor in heaven? © 1 still have some more questions, but
at that point we will be able to sit at the feet of The Great Scholar.

%



Thanks for the education and the many good memories.
It is my desire to share and implement what I have learned
from you.

In Christ,

M | P/
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Garland L. Meyers



Dear Dr. McDaniel,

So you will soon be retir-
ing! I am pleased that you
may now have some time
to pursue other interests.

I am sure that the
seminary wishes they could
"clone you" as you have
had such'a positive influ-
ence on many of our lives.

In 82 to 85 you were the
professor who opened my
eyes and heart to the
Hebrew scriptures! You
welcomed our female
points of view and were an
encouraging influence.
"ENJOY!! You'have '
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REV. DR. RICHARD G. LEAVER
52 CHURCH STREET
BEVERLY, NJ 08010

Dear Professor Mc Daniel,

I just can't imagine Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary without Tom McDaniel. 1
am happy for you that you are retiring, but sad for myself and Eastern that you will not be
with us on a regular basis. I believe your spirit will linger on somewhere in our hallowed
halls, but more so in the hearts and minds of all the students whom, like myself you have
touched with your scholarly mind, Biblical expertise, and more so with your pastoral heart. It
was truly a privilege to have studied with you. (I even remember some of my Hebrew.)

As an older second-career student, who had wrestled with my faith for years before
being able to enter seminary, you were a breath of fresh air for me. I would laugh to myself
on those days when young students would challenge what they heard as it challenged what
they had grown up with in church. You cansed them to streich and to grow in their intellect,
knowledge, and in their faith. Hopefully, they are challenging their churches to grow, too.

Our churches have left many of our members feeding on the milk of the Gospel which
is good, but has limited spiritual nutrition. Many have failed to present their congregation
with the meat. You served it up the meat to your students Kosher style, as it was truly
blessed and a blessing to us. Thank you. Thank you for not compromising Thank you too, for
being a advocate for peace.

[ asked the LORD's blessings upon you and your wife. May God continue to hold you
in the palm of His hand. Truly, you have been blessed to be blessing. You have blessed my
life. Let me say to you now what Christ will say to you in that day: “Well done, my good
and faithful servant.”

Sincerely Yours,
g

class of 1987



Ed & Diane Irvin

§210 Challis Circle
Reno, NV 88523

March 1, 2001

Dear Tom,
Fifty years! T'm dying to hear what you have o say! Hope it will be taped or printed.

Your ministry has drawn our admiration over the years. From student to missionary

EWWMWM:MWEMMW&M
ve

separated us. Iﬁmjoﬁnnnhﬂinmmfm'lmy,ww. Now you
can tell Doris you're going to catch up on those little jobs around the house...

Enjoy Founder's Day! I understand you can take that "Alum of the Year” award to the
nearest

Jaguar dealer and exchange it for an XKE.
Iﬂ:ﬁdhlﬂﬂﬂuﬁrﬁnmd% So I can say, "C'mon in, the water's
Hope you have a hobby or interet 0 enjoy. Mine are photography and fy fishing. Neod
We'll be at Providence for the ABC Biennial. See you there?

Warmly,

2K



Dr. McDaniel,
I wanted to write to you because I wanted you to
know that though I was challenged academically and
emotionally by your classes you have given me a true
appreciation for the Hebrew Language and the
Hebrew Scriptures. I took your courses because 1 felt
they were important for me to be a good pastor and
they were required for graduation or for further study.
I stayed in your courses because they were interesting
and I needed them to graduate. I thank God for your
classes because of the valuable tools I learned there
and the fact that I will graduate. But seriously - I will
always remember you because you first taught me to
think critically. You taught me not to accept
everything I read and to be willing to change my
position on something. You respected my positions
and always listened with interest and in some cases -
like Hebrew - empathy. You reminded me of the
importance of being excited and passionate about my
work whatever that might be. You modeled what that
looks like — a picture in my mind I shall endeavor to
work towards. At the risk of waxing sentimental, 1
want you to know (as if others haven'’t already told
you) that you have truly modeled the shema for all of
us here at Eastern Seminary. May God richly bless
you as you continue in that which you love, namely
serving the Lord

13377033 TR

e qURre

Suzanne Duchesne
(I finally learned the shema didn’t 171)



Dear Dr. McDaniel,

On this special occasion, it seems fitting to offer this
Hebrew blessing.

In God’s love,

Diane Burkland

o5iwn 9om WIOR N me 73
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Dr. Thomas F. McDaniel

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
#6 Lancaster Avenue

Wynnewood, Pa. 19096

Dear Tom:

On your "Fifty Years of Recollection® I could not re-
sist congratulations to vou on yvour retirement from the
Seminary. I still remember yvou well although I graduated
a little after you did ('57). I remember looking up teo
Enu ai 3? upper classman. What an illustrious career yow

ave a

Just to think: you were called to Eastern after man
years and hard work to be Professor of 0ld Testament. Tﬁe
Lord certainly rewarded you as an Eastern graduate. I
know he will bless you in retirement.

Nell, my wife, and I retired after 33 years at First
Baptist Church of Monroe, Louisiana. I am kept busy sing-

ing and preaching. There is never a dull moment in serv-
ing our Lord and Saviour.

May our gracious Lord bless and keep vou in all the
days ahead and give you many joyful days in His great
service.

In-His great love,
a
alt

(Rev. Walter:G. Mangham)



Congratulations. 7omn/

‘When 1 entered Eastern aiter reriving trom a long
career of teaching tn the Philadelphia School System .- 1
wanted only ro study rthe Scriptures a bit turther. However,
under your instruction. I realfzed how unprepared 1 was to
come to grips with my narrow and literal approach to the
| Scriptures.

Your teacnings have compietely revolutionized my
spiritual journey! 1 have even become more compuier
literate (smile). 1 am contldenr thar vou will both welcome
and handle even grearer challenges in vour rettrement.

.
“Jor God 45 7208 wrrfust He il ior overiook vour o
work and the (fove miar vow sfomwed 1or s sake i

SETTIG [Ae saliirs ™ (Hebrens 6:700 \

Atrecrionarely.

Soa &, vk, T7
Fra Bird

Arlarta. Georgla

- —lﬂ - ’7/
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BARTLETT BAPTIST CHURCH

5639 Bartlett Road
Rome, NY 13440
Pastor Tom Hast

March 15, 2001
Dear Dr. McDaniel,

I thank you so much for all that you did for me during my student years at EBTS.
You were a wonderful teacher, thorough and supportive advisor, and a very special friend.

I always looked forward to your classes. | knew, while we might not always cover
all the material listed in the catalog, true learning would take place. You always stretched
my own theology and gave me new fresh ways of looking at the Bible. You were always
willing to openly discuss difficult or controversial issues in a way that allowed the full
spectrum of the issue to be revealed. I have often used ideas from you classes in sermons
here at Bartlett Baptist.

Despite your busy schedule you always made time to be my advisor. 1 know at
times | must have seemed like a pain in the neck from upstate New York. But when ever I
met with you, you made me feel important. You wisdom, guidance, and creativity were
instrumental in my being able to complete my MDiv. in four years. You helped me
through the maze of the bureaucracy, always ensuring I received the education I needed.

As much as I appreciated you as a professor and advisor, my fondest memories are
of you as a great human being. You love for our Lord Jesus is reflected in all you do.
The times we spend talking of life, ministry, and just random topics always helped me
grow, refine what I saw as God's goals for my life, and increased my own spirituality. I
was so honored when you traveled all the way to Owego, New York to attend and speak
at my ordination.

You have been a great asset to EBTS and your presence will be greatly missed. 1
am one of the fortunate ones who had such a wonderful influence on my life. 1 pray that
as you retire, God will continue to bless you with wonderful experiences. You have given
so much to people you never met, the congregations of you students. Well done faithful
servant of God.

In the love of our Lord,

74#1»;?@(_



The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary

6 Lancaster Avenue * Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 19096

William R. Thomas, D.Min.
On-Site Administrator
West Virginia Extension

March 15, 2001
Dear Tom:

It is a unique privilege for me to add my letter to the many that you will be receiving on
this very special day. You are a very special person, important to many, including me.

Itlu‘nkthaxitisﬁairtusaythaxlwouldhavenmﬁnishedm}rﬁrstsemasterufSeminmy
had it not been for you. You instinctively understood the struggle that I was having with
the transition to professional/graduate religious studies. You recognized that [ was
without rudder and sail. You moved in with many kind words, helpful insights, tender
guiding and a few swift kicks to help guide me through the maze.

By the time | was a middler I had the privilege of learning from you and the other faculty
as I sat in the faculty meeting for that year and the next. Some of the lesson I would have
preferred not leaming. Some of the lessons were “de-mythologizing.” But I think for me
the most important was to see how a great man of God could and should endure unkind,
unwarranted and unprofessional assaults with the grae that you showed.

You then preached my Ordination Sermon. You told me at the congregation that the
pastor was to be a prophet, priest (and then I was hoping that you would say “King™) and
rabbi. Ihave taken those three offices very seriously. I have sought to be a disciplined
preacher of the word, an administrator of the symbols of the faith and a teacher of Holy
Scripture. I discovered, like you said I would, that people in the churches could learn and
want to learn about the Word as well as the devotionals from the Word. I have found my
greatest joy in Wednesday evening as I engaged the congregation in a dialogical study of
the text.

But it is because of a person who chose to be a teacher and under whom I had the great
fortune to study. All I can say to you is, “Thank you.” You did not donate your life to
Eastern for gratitude or praise or recognition but out of a sense of faithful response to the
call of God. [ think the gratitude has been thin, the praise too mute and the recognition
too limited. But the faithfulness has brought honor to God.

Tom, thank you for caring. I am eternally grateful.

Lo 14

610/896-5000 800/220-EBTS FAX 610/649-3834




(5ilbertsville (Baptist (Church

P.O. Box 216
_ Gilbertsville, New York 13776

=

Church phone: (607) 783-2993
Residence phone: (607) 783-2044

Rev. Randolph C. Palada, Pastor
March 12, 2001

Dear Tom,

On Your Retirement,

The words “thank you™ hardly seem adequate as you are about to retire from your
position as Professor which you have done for the past 32 years. Nor do the words
“you’ve done a great job” convey sufficiently the praise you are due. Yet I want to
sincerely express both of those sentiments, for you deserve them, and more.

I want to express to you how much I appreciated your personal and “down-to-earth™
style of teaching. Your compassionate understanding of character deeply touched my life
and the lives of other students as well. Your supportive words in the midst of cultural
adjustments and academic struggles enabled me to finish the courses. | know | do not
speak for just myself-many others have expressed the same sentiments to me.

As a friend and as a student of yours [ want to let vou know that [ count you as my
favorite Professor at Eastern Seminary. Now, as I have been a pastor for 14 vears, you
hold a very special place in my heart. | have many wonderful memories of seminary
days with fellow classmates like Mary Ling, Ruth Fox, Sunny Dangponpe, Guru, and
others. These memories will continue to remind me of how God brought us together for
that time and place with a purpose in His kingdom.

Thank you for your many years of service to the many, many students who came across
your classroom. May your retirement be a time of joy, health and continued growth in
spirit. God Bless You!
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Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
| Celebrating 75 years

praise

1925 M0
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Cear Tom,

vy wile, Peryl and © Duwd o baed put e wornds our feclunes st dus momeny as we thak vou and Dons for
vour support, welcome and acceptance ever sance we arnved in Phuladelphia You. Llom weee amoae the hrst
members of the BHastern l-Al.uli_\ we mel on our arnval. | had met both Des. Robers Rlunpln.:'i ard Welliam
Brackney in mv work with the Bapnst World Allince. However as with these internabonal contacts they were
cordid business like but not very deep 1 first met vou whee as a Vissting Lecturer | participated i the 15SCM
program  at vour avitaton and discovered 10 vou a peoteman of  sowwd siholaship, pemune farh,
approachabdity and a love bor the students laving just ecently Deen wn Andover MNewion and the | larvand
i I:]I!Il:|:':l:t"l'. this change was ideed refreshing repecially vour  relanonships wath the Afncan Amencan
Cons ilucncy, students and  wlruoesrnon deed 10 broke for me some stereotypes 1 had come 1w believe
about the relanonship between studeats and professors m the US -

I por 1o koow vou better ss we became collesgues on the Lastem faculty. You participatcd  with
vanfred 10 my minal nerview o become the Dean of Chapel Ower the vears vour encouragement and
suppurt have been preatly apprecated. ot least has been your sensitivity @ the Dastern oraditeon and Fistory,
and vour invitation to the rest of us o shaee ot wath vou. | shall alwsys cmember vour eac purdgoincol (o un.,
) by e e al Atbenyps ds in my udvitation: e the Bector of St Chades Bormomeo to presch w Clapel wik
vour comment that “Hastern bad mmed a comer” Tt mve: me debiphr to know that vou were sl here o
witgess the Cardinal Acchinshop of die Acdabiocese ol Pluladephua wvirg the © Robere Torber Leciue™, of
all dungs, in the Chapel where Havmond Brown, the MNew Testament scholar could not speak. The irony of
the sutuaton, ¥ an sure was nod lost un WA LT el Rt TR FTEE the hwmor of the """h"u.';'n‘l"','i

Beryl has had the prwvilege of  sinng at vour feet” i O1 Theology class and wordking with vou
Li:..ll".'«l_']:." w the Library. Your detaled analvses of die work of the Senunary i the “self-shude™ privect is ool
well known but those of us i the administranon have greatly valucd it Your openness to the efforrs in West
Virgmia aod your acvocacy for the parncpabon of  people of Afocan, [ lspanic and Asian descent o the
faculty are better knoun and have helped to charge the public mape of the Semmary. Your well rescarched
and povov alive obs vobons ax well as yuul I.J.LEI:.IJ-IUJ: and pracous spuoi have calimed many a f.'jLI.I_IE:q' mee kg aod
vour wisdom, vison and vour embrace of current technology as a teaching ool have enhanced the gquakey of
[Lasrem’s life. Further, the commuity has been challenged wd encouraped by the way i whadh vou have
faced your health problems win the calm confidence of Chnastan hope and because of your witness some of
ws have bound courage o face our own personal probdems. The Semunary will be che ponirer for your goiag

We wish you good health and many happy days as wou po into 1 acw phase of wour hie. Mav you
‘ enjoy to the Fullest the added tme with Uons, the chidres and prandchildren. Bervl and 1 are gratefdd thai
‘._;_-l" vous will not be lesemg WM“ Yook borward to seerng you and to recermmg pour meaningful card ar
b Chansmmuas. Thant you for eificHiig i fives, May God bless you richly
1 | v
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3111 E 4th 5t., Apt. 112,

Dr. Thomas F. Mc Daniel, Tucson, Az. B5715
Easten Baptist Theo. Seminary,
& Lancaster ave., February 5, 2001

Wynnvood, Pa. 19096
Dear Dr. Mc Daniel:
Christian greetings!

I would like to congratulate you on the occasion of your
vinning the 2001 2lumnus of the year Avard, You are certainly
vorthy of this honor having taught so faithfully, for so many
years, in your chosen field of endeavor. 1 remember you and
your beloved wife 20 well. 1 met you firet in 1969 having
recently immigrated to the United States from Canada to part-
icipate in the Th.M. program at Eastern.I was grateful for
your classes in Hebrew and Aramaic and your wise ccumsel in
helping me to complete my thesis on A Study of the Root Snda
and its Derivatives in the 0l1d Testament.

Following my pastorate in the Manoa Baptist Church in
Havertown, 1 served two churches in Ohio, retiring inm 1985 to
Kent, Ohio. For the next seven years, I did pastoral supply
wvork and and studied at the Kent State University where I
earned an M.A. in Latin and another M.A. in Modern History.
In 1992, 1 chose to move to Tucson, Arizena to enjoy a milder
climate. My wife and I soon joined the First Southern Baptist
Church where 1 have been pleased to serve as a deacon and
have been on the Board of the First Southern Christian School
as wvell ag working among the Seniors and Native Americans.

I regret that on May 2, 1999, my belcocved Arlowa passed awvay.
Although I shall be 83 in March, I still retain good health
and still teach a Senior Couples Class in Sunday School zs

as well as serving in areas vhere I am needed.

I am grateful for a loving Heaverly Father vho continues to
shower His tender mercies upon me and for the many pleasant
memcries of teachers like yourself who contributed so much
to me in my academic pilgrimage. I hope that you will have a
most pleasant time of retirement and find areas of service

in which you can offer something from your own rich
experience.

May Cod continue to bless you and your wife with continued
health, strength and faith. In pleasant memory as your
friend, I rﬁuain

T hnC

D James F. Talbot



The Mark of a
Great Teacher

HEN TOM MCDANIEL GAVE 1115

Founders” Day address, an evenr
which also served to recognize his 50-year
affiliation with Eastern Baprist
Theological Seminary and his retirement
trom its faculty, Tom spoke with affection
about his pastor and menror, Rev. Clifford
Meeden. It may well have been thar close
and cariny relationship with Rev. Meeden
that helped ro condition Tom's heart for
teaching. [ once asked Tom why he was
not more demanding on the students in
his classes. He just smiled and said, to the
best of my memory, “Most of my students
are going to go on to he pastors and not
Semitic scholars. I only hope to give them
the tools to enable them to approach the
text and scholarship with more
understanding.”

It was a wonderfu! treat, on Founders’
Day, to learn that several alumni/ae have
puklished a festschrift in his honor (see page

3). It is nice to know that Tom warked
with scholars, but that in the main he
helped students like us—people whao, in
studying for a sermon, tzke out the Hebrew
Bible and lexicon to sce if the Hebrew word
LlS'Ed ].*l[:m j.S Lht SATTIE OTE 1] "'_;If'f{'] 1M dT :'t]"lt’r
passage. Most of us will never have Tom's

Eaﬂtﬁm Baptﬁt Theological Semmaw

H.lumnu‘at Association
.. Executive Committee

 President: Paul A. Mclson, %'
‘u’u,.t: Preslde*'ﬂ: John W. Dell, 91

"'s.fiunaﬂm, (Ginger} Vance, ’b‘}
Lﬁ"‘.-’Et‘n{: Adams, 96
Edna Hopkins Rozier, 00

ALUM PERSPECTIVES

facility with language, but we are fortunate
enough to have been mentored by one who
loved both scripture and student.

Fredevick K. Weimert, '77

13

R, MCDANIZL WAS A GREAT

teacher. Not onlv did he educate
me in the Old Testament, theclogy and
the Hebrew language, he also touched my
personal life. He encouraged me 1o
believe in myself and directed me onto 2
path where [ experienced things | never
could have imagined. For me, his
demeanor of humility and sincerity was
the power of encouragement for my
determination to do [11y hest.

Out of the many lessons Dr.
McDaniel taught me, there is one that |
reflect upon frequentlv—rhat is to remain
calm and peacetul while vour faith is
being tested. I have been rruly blessed o
have experienced this Christian giant, for
his unconditional way of teaching has
given me new hife and has put me on the
path of a new beginning.

Henry (Hanl) Baldwin, '99

L ToM MODANIEL'S PREACE-LOVING
spirit has blessed me and [ have
bencfired from his teaching in essential

ways, Dv modeling a truthful and gracious
approach to God’s Word, he has given me
vision and rools ro study the Hebrew
Scriptures in ways consistent with how I
am coming to understand God at work in
the world and in my own life.

In the past, [ sometimes allegorized
Old Testament stories in order to derive
spiritual meaning or principles in keeping
with my own ideas of a faithful life. | have
come to realize, however, that if someone
reduced down the substance of my vears of
living—days that have
bewilderment, fairh and derermination—

1TH il]LIIL ..

toy symbolic meaning, | would feel
profoundly ignored and invalidared.

Dr. McDaniel's insistence that
believers reckon with the humanness of
our predecessors in their faith journeys,
and their modes of discerning, telling and
transmitring rruth, has provoked me to be
an involved parhtinder in undersranding
Cod's will tor human lives. | am indebred
to Dr. McDaniel for this gift of wisdom to
lead a more honest and “dove-like” life
while possessing a more wholesome and
winsome faith. As [ think he would have
it, | will seek o repay the dekr n love to
those whom Ged loves.

Digne M. Vescowr, M. T.5. studeni
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Founders Day Celebrates the Gift of Teaching

N MARCH 15, THE SEMINARY
family gathered in Gordon Baker
Dining Room to celebrate
Founders Day with Dr. Thomas F.
McDaniel, Professor of Old Testament
Studies, whose retirement date in May

Dr. Tom McDaniel served up laughter with the slide show.

Meeden, ’38, who deeply impacted his
faith by earnestly welcoming him into the
church, encouraging his growth in Christ
and later helping him make his way to
college and into ministry. Dr. McDaniel
related that experience to the mission of
seminary graduates, who
should aim in their ministries
to be teachers and guides who
help others find their way
into appropriate avenues of
service.

The presence of many
alumni/ae and friends in the
packed and overflowing
dining room gave testimony
to Dr. McDaniel’s impact on
many lives over 32 years of
teaching at Eastern Seminary.
As part of the celebration,
Paul Melson, 90, President of
the Alumni/ae Association,
presented him with the Alum
of the Year award. Dr.
McDaniel—along with Dr.

Glenn Koch, Professor

was soon approaching. With the aid of an
overhead projector and an ample dose of
good humor, Dr. McDaniel entertained
and informed those gathered by sharing
stories from his own life in connection
with the seminary, a connection that
reaches back some fifty years to his
student days.

He spoke of the pastor, Clifford

E S

Emeritus of New Testament
Studies—was also honored with a
festschrift—a book written in honor of a
person or persons—called Who Killed
Goliath?, edited by Robert Shedinger, 94,
and Deborah Spink, ’85 (see page 15).
The contributors—all Eastern Seminary
alumni/ae—were in attendance to show
their appreciation to Drs. Koch and
McDaniel whom they credit with

A collage created by Gisele Churn, Assistant to the
Registrar, celebrates 32 years of ministry.

teaching them “to fully engage their
minds as well as their hearts in their
study, interpretation, and proclamation of
the Scriptures,” according to introductory
notes. A

Left: Shirley Mapson (at podium) leads a time of singing. Right: Paul Melson, Alum Association President, presents the Alum of the Year award.
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