FUNERAL SERVICE

John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me
shall never die.”

Job 19:25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at
last he will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin
has been thus destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see
God.

Invocation: Almighty and eternal God, who amid the
changes of this mortal life art always the same: We
bow in reverence before thee. In the sacredness and
silence of this, speak to us of eternal things and
comfort us with the assurance of Thine everlasting
love. We know that thou art of God of the living, to
whom there are no dead. We offer thanks to thee who
giveth us the victory, through Him who lives though
He was dead; even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Assemble (1) to mourn and bury, and (2) to
celebrate the life, faith, and contributions of our
beloved. Word of comfort and joy come from the
scriptures:

The Voice of the Prophet:

Isaiah 25:6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will
make for all peoples a feast . . .And he will destroy on
this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations. 8§ He will
swallow up death for ever, and the Lord GOD will
wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his
people he will take away from all the earth; for the
LORD has spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, "Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might
save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let
us be glad and rejoice in his salvation."

Isa 26:9 Thy dead shall live, their bodies shall rise. O
dwellers in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For thy
dew is a dew of light, and on the land of the shades
thou wilt let it fall.

The Voices of the Psalmists:

Psalm 121:1 I lift up my eyes to the hills. From
whence does my help come? 2 My help comes from the



LORD, who made heaven and earth. 3 He will not let
your foot be moved, he who keeps you will not
slumber. 4 Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither
slumber nor sleep. 5 The LORD is your keeper; the
LORD is your shade on your right hand. 6 The sun
shall not smite you by day, nor the moon by night. 7
The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep
your life. § The LORD will keep your going out and
your coming in from this time forth and for evermore.

Psalm 27:1 The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my
life; of whom shall I be afraid? . .. 13 I believe that I
shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the
living! 14 Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your
heart take courage; yea, wait for the LORD!

Psalm 90:1 LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place
in all generations. . . . from everlasting to everlasting
thou art God. 3. Thou turnest man back to the dust, and
sayest, "Turn back, O children of men!" 4 For a
thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when
it is past, or as a watch in the night. 9 . . . our years
come to an end like a sigh. 10 The years of our life are
threescore and ten, or even by reason of strength
fourscore; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are
soon gone, and we fly away. . . 12 So teach us to
number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom .
.. 14 Satisfy us in the morning with thy steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Psalm 23 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want;
2 he makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me
beside still waters; 3 he restores my soul. He leads me
in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, in the presence of my enemies, I fear no evil; for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort
me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me; thou anointest
my head with oil, my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

The Voice of the Gospel:

John 14:1 "Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are
many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And when I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will



take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4
And you know the way where I am going." 5 Thomas
said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are
going; how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to
him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father, but by me.

The Voice of the Apostle:

Romans 8:15. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16 it is
the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, . . . 28 We
know that in everything God works for good with those
who love him, who are called according to his purpose
... 31 What then shall we say to this? If God is for us,
who is against us? . . . 35 Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? . . .38 For I am sure that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

I Corinthians 15:20 Now in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man
has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive
... 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. . .. 35
But some one will ask, "How are the dead raised? With
what kind of body do they come?" 36 You foolish
man! What you sow does not come to life unless it
dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body which is to
be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some
other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has
chosen, and to each kind of seed its own ... 42 So is
it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is
perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown
in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a physical body, it is
raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there
is also a spiritual body. . . . 53 For this perishable
nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal
nature must put on immortality. 54 When the
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal



puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying
that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."

THE LORD'S PRAYER:

Matthew 6: 9 Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed
be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our
daily bread; 12 And forgive us our debts, As we also
have forgiven our debtors; 13 And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen

MEDITATION:

Sir 38:31 All these rely upon their hands, and each is
skillful in his own work. 32 Without them a city cannot
be established, and men can neither sojourn nor live
there. 33 Yet they are not sought out for the council of
the people, nor do they attain eminence in the public
assembly. They do not sit in the judge's seat, nor do
they understand the sentence of judgment; they cannot
expound discipline or judgment, and they are not found
using proverbs. 34 But they keep stable the fabric of
the world, and their prayer is in the practice of their
trade.

Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear
though the earth should change, though the mountains
shake in the heart of the sea; 3 though its waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble with its
tumult. 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the
city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5
God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God
will help her right early... The LORD of hosts is with
us; the God of Jacob is our refuge . . ."Be still, and
know that I am God. I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth!" 11 The LORD of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

SHARING OF LOVED ONES AND MEMBERS
OF THE COMMUNITY

CLOSING PRAYER
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