TEXTS THAT OPPOSE THE SACRIFICAL SYSTEM
Psalm 40:6. Sacrifice and offering thou dost not desire; but
thou hast given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin
offering thou hast not required. 7 Then I said, "Lo, I come; in
the roll of the book it is written of me; 8 I delight to do thy
will, O my God; thy law is within my heart." 9 I have told the
glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; lo, I have
not restrained my lips, as thou knowest, O LORD. (Heb 40:
5-7)
Psalm 50:7. "Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel,
I will testify against you. I am God, your God. 8 I do not [I do
indeed] reprove you for your sacrifices; your burnt offerings
are continually before me. 9 I will accept no bull from your
house, nor he-goat from your folds. 10 For every beast of the
forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. 11 I know all the
birds of the air, and all that moves in the field is mine. 12 "If
I were hungry, I would not tell you; for the world and all that
is in it is mine. 13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the
blood of goats? 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and pay your vows to the Most High; 15 and call upon me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify
me."
Psalm 51:15–19. O Lord, open thou my lips, and my mouth
shall show forth thy praise. 16 For thou hast no delight in
sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, thou wouldst not be
pleased. 17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt ot despise. 18
Do good to Zion in thy good pleasure; rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem, 19 then wilt thou delight in right sacrifices, in
burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be
offred on thy altar.
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Jeremiah 6:19–21. Hear, O earth; behold, I am bringing evil
upon this people, the fruit of their devices, because they have
not given heed to my words; and as for my law, they have
rejected it. 20 To what purpose does frankincense come to me
from Sheba, or sweet cane from a distant land? Your burnt
offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices pleasing to
me. 21 Therefore thus says the LORD: `Behold, I will lay
before this people stumbling blocks against which they shall
stumble; fathers and sons together, neighbor and friend shall
perish.'"
Jeremiah 7:21–23. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel: "Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices, and eat
the flesh. 22 For in the day that I brought them out of the land
of Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command them
concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. 23 But this
command I gave them, `Obey my voice, and I will be your
God, and you shall be my people; and walk in all the way that
I command you, that it may be well with you.'
Jeremiah 7:30–31. "For the sons of Judah have done evil in
my sight, says the LORD; they have set their abominations in
the house which is called by my name, to defile it. 31 And
they have built the high place of Topheth, which is in the
valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their
daughters in the fire; which I did not command, nor did it
come into my mind.)
Hosea 6:6. For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the
knowledge of God, rather than burnt offerings.
Hosea 8:11–14. Because Ephraim has multiplied altars for
sinning, they have become to him altars for sinning. 12 Were
I to write for him my laws by ten thousands, they would be
regarded as a strange thing. 13 They love sacrifice; they
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sacrifice flesh and eat it; but the LORD has no delight in
them. Now he will remember their iniquity, and punish their
sins; they shall return to Egypt. 14 For Israel has forgotten his
Maker, and built palaces; and Judah has multiplied fortified
cities; but I will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour
his strongholds.
Amos 5:21–25, I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no
delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even though you offer
me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept
them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon. 23 Take away from me the noise of your
songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24 But let
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 25 Did you bring to me sacrifices and
offerings the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
Isaiah 66:3. Whoever slaughters an ox is like one who kills
a human being; whoever sacrifices a lamb, like one who
breaks a dog's neck; whoever presents a grain offering, like
one who offers swine's blood; whoever makes a memorial
offering of frankincense, like one who blesses an idol. These
have chosen their own ways, and in their abominations they
take delight.
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