PAUL’S ADVICE ON MEN , WOMEN , AND MARRIAGE
I Corinthians 7: 25 Now concerning the unmarried, I have no
command of the Lord, but I give my opinion as one who by the
Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think that in view of the present
distress it is well for a person to remain as he is. 27 Are you bound
to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not
seek marriage. 28 But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a girl
marries she does not sin. Yet those wh o marry will have worldly
troubles, and I would spare you that. 29 I mean, brethren, the
appointed time has grown very short; from now on, let those who
have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn
as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though
they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no
dealings with it. For the form of this world is passing away. 32 I
want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious
about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord; 33 but the
married man is anxious about worldly affairs, how to please his
wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried woman or
girl is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to be holy in body
and spirit; but the married woman is anxious about worldly affairs,
how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not
to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to
secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 36 If any one thinks
that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions
are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marry
-- it is no sin. 37 B ut whoever is firmly established in his heart,
being under no necessity but having his desire under control, and
has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will
do well. 38 So that he who marries his betrothed does well; and he
who refrains from marriage will do better.
Ephesians 5:21 Be subject to one another out of reverence for
Christ. 22 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord. 23
For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 A s the church is
subject to Christ, so let wives also be su bject in everything to their
husbands. 25 H usbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church
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and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that he
might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without
blemish. 28 Even so husbands should love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no man ever
hates his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ does
the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 "For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32 T his mystery is a
profound one, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church;
33 however, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the
wife see that she respects her husband.
Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father throu gh him. 18 Wives, be sub ject to your husbands, as is
fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be
harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for
this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest
they become discouraged. 22 Slaves, obey in everything those who
are your earthly masters, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but
in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 W hatever your task,
work heartily, as serving the Lord and not men, 24 know ing that
from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward; you
are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back
for th e wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.
I Peter 3:1 Likewise you wives, be submissive to your husbands, so
that some, though they do not obey the word, may be won without
a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see your reverent
and chaste behavior. 3 Let not yours be the outward adorning w ith
braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and wearing of fine clothing, 4
but let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable
jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very
precious. 5 So once the holy women who hoped in God used to
adorn themselves and were submissive to their husbands, 6 as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are now her children
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if you do right and let nothing terrify you. 7 Likewise you husbands,
live considerately with your wives, bestowing honor on the woman
as the weaker sex, since you are joint heirs of the grace of life, in
order that your prayers may not be hindered. 8 Finally, all of you,
have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart
and a humble mind.
I Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that the head of
every man is Christ, the head of a woman is her husband, and the
head of Christ is God. . . . 7 For a man ought not to cover his head,
since he is the image and glory of Go d; but woman is the glory of
man. 8 (For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.
9 Neither was m an created for woman, but woman for man.) 10
That is why a woman ough t to have a veil on her head , because of
the angels. 11 (Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent
of man nor man of wom an; 12 for as woman was made from man,
so man is now born of wom an. And all things are from God.)

