January 20, 1978 _'

oo President D, E.'Haisz

_.The Seninary

~ Dear Danit

Having complsted my inguiry into the matter sbout which we were concerned,
I am Writing to repert ay conclusions., Altached are copies of two letters

written teo Dr, McDaniel, one summarizingz our first discussien and another
which was followed by ivo lenzthy conversations. After a faixly 1haraunh

exploration of the issues, I am convinced that the basic problem is ona

of semantics and poor communication, I do not believe that Ton's doctrinal -
views are at variance Hith nur Dnctrinal Babis.

."Tha tap&d lectﬂra cqntaineﬁ statemanta wh*ch seemeﬁ tﬂ rﬁflact an A:ian
Christolozy, but he does not intend the impiications of his interpre-.

- tation to be those of Arianism, Arians insisted that the vra-&xistent Ghrlst :

Was a created being. tnerefore finite, and not really ﬁiv;we* The primary
goncern of the Nicene opponents was to affirm the full deity of Jesus Christ,
Tom identifies with the Nicaean party and Iegacts the assumpilons and cone
o elusions of the Arians, He does not hesitate to make an affirmation of tne 3
- deity of Christ, accepting Jesus Christ as fully God and fully man, and .

believing that the full New Testament. disclosure reveals a Trinitarian undﬁr-'f_3

standing ﬂf‘ﬂﬂd.

Yhen ﬁﬂnfruu,au~ﬁith'the_quasﬁiﬁn;-raiaeﬂ~b?'$tatﬁments-1n,the-Greeﬁ Laka- At
~lectures, he manifested no arrogant spirit or degmatic defence of his views, -
Neither did he try to avoid facling the issues or give devious answers to

protect his job, His main reaction was one of surprisze and hurt., Having
felt elated by the response to his lectures, he believed that he had done
gomething which would redoumd to the credit of Eastern, Instead, he found
- that he had been misunderstood and suspected of doctrinal deviation, He
stated that he did not like to contemplate a future in which he would coa=
stantly feel himself the object of suspicion and the cause of genflicts which
- would produce emotional stress, He would like to work in a setting where
there will be understanding and support, Criticism of his ideas would be

. welcome from colleagues interested in serious dialogue and expleration =

of the Seriptures, but tuspieion and criticism whieh 1s henlnd his back
is- disturning. : : . i .

I heliave that Tom has been =0 diligentlv pursuing biblical stuiies Bhat
ne has not taken time to familiarize himself with areas of histﬂrlba_ and
syﬁtemamic thﬁﬂlugy ralateu to the biblical invEEtigatiuns. Hhather one can-
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&uvnlap a ?uraly hihliﬁal theolezy, without taking account of the inferences
juﬁgnents &:awn by reszvongible badiea of Eh“ietisﬁg and isewing in oreeds
and sonfessions of faith, I de 25t know, Tn theory, cne should be able to de
80, biat there is an accunulated body of doctrine which has cone t0 be acceuphed
- as urthudﬂxk; and while it 1s presumably based upon the Scriptures, it often
xoes beyonc the language of the Dible, I doubt shat ene can ilsolate biblizal
theology entirxely from these systenatic farmulations, On the other hand, one
¢aﬂ nardly fault s schelay for neglecting teo give attention to othsr areas
of study, when it reguires such an investment o time to learn to think in
< the langmage and thought-ferms of the yible itself. Tom takss very serivasly
'his #uﬂatiﬂn to understand and teanh the message uf {he inspired Eﬂrlpturﬁs.

Not uuly*wna there. insufficicnt swarcncos of the prul:nged.ba tles in ths
early centuries, when procf-texis were met with other proof-ieris, ohamras

- with eaunter—cﬁ%xes, theological inplicatiens with ecentrary impliecations,

bt Tom Was spealking 1n -1 semi-ma“mal settine Hithﬂut a manuserlmt or notes,
CHawing beccroawars ol ihe many lzndmines Tlznied Inthis terrali, ho nesds
to take more pains to elaborate ssateanents of the kind Hhi n he made, a0

" that people cannot easily attribute to hiz words intcrpreotations and impli=
eatione which ars wnintended, Whether in popular lectures or in the class-
roomn, it would heln to make clear hls affirmations on fundamentzl issues, sa
that niqnhdprstandings Ao nat lead to whispering nam;alzns Y HtLﬂEﬂtE =
othars, The subjaet of Christology is excesdingly complex, Dut alsg.cruglaily.
imporiant, Nelthsr the Cresd of Hicaea, nor the Chalcelonian Formuls, sffered
‘m ratienal explatation or definttion of the divinity of Christ or of ‘tae

way in vhich "two natures" could inhexe in one parsnn. They eould only make
ecertain affirmations and nesstiona which zerved &z trotestive devieecs, That

" which thay interded to protest *3 sm'athirr'r a.i':-m!* thr""* Tn"e Hc]}.ﬂ.ﬂir—'-l SRODS
to b& alﬂarly aftirnativa. : R e e 2y i o

As will be apparent to you, I have shifted zrounc cﬂﬂaiisrahly sinee tn&
initial reaction To the taped leetures, I have vrobed as thoroushly as L
Jenov hew to do, and the reeult is that I belleve cur apprehensions 46 have
peen nnfornded, There wera statenents whicn pade an inquiry incuntent apon
. us, beeause it Would be essy to infer from then that the speaker had Lan-
dsncies toward one form of anti-Trinitarianism, Since this ezamination
has not led to substantiation of nur ceneerns; 1 consider Dz, HeIlanlel's
vievs nﬂmpatibla Hith tke seninary's du:triﬁal atetement,

_fau shnulﬂ have gome sort nf statement from Tom when you revurn, and he
will he glad th Taik #ith yﬁu at your: F&Tilest nnrvenience. The. 1inal dEe
~eision vests with you and ths Board, cf course, but'at this point I could
not lend my Eupwﬂ“t {v any pressure tc wrge Ton to make a move, While a
uﬂi*#IEiﬁy Eatting mlzEt afford an ;tmﬂsphﬁrﬁ in which fraedom to explore
and to broach new iniervretations would exis<, Tom's pastoral irmterest and.
desire tc dovoto his scholarship to the service of Chrict and the Chureh
shonld f3t hin for a seminary setiing, There is always the Drohiem khat.
people do not always welcoms new insights, and in a conscicusly conservas
“tive context, resistarce o the uraccustomed word and ldea is enbanced,
I belleve Lhat he has “the root of the matter® in han. hawavur, and that
we could Lecome a suppertive ﬂﬂnnunitg which weuld encourage him to make
his eontributlons, Tersionz zrve rot 1ikely =e disappear, but will enarze

- from time to time amorgz studsnts and constitvents, and he, you, and the _
Board have 1o deec‘de whether all concerned can live Hith then iﬂ a spirit
_u?'ﬂutual trust and urdﬂrstanuinﬁ anﬂ auppu“t* . .

Gordially,

Lo ﬁ'[g:rﬁ L e
Norman H, Maring

cet Dr, MeDaniel Dean of the Facuity



