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Mr. James Buckwalter
100 Oakdale Avenue
Trooper, Pa. 19403

Dear Mr. Buckwalter:

IL has come to my atienticen thal your daughter Virginie, in her course
"The Nature asnd Meaning of the 01d Testament', has been disturbed by
cstatemaentes made hy her praofessor Dr, Thomzs MeDaniel with regard to the
Eible as the Word of God. Since both I personellv, end wich me Ezstern
Collepe, are deeplv committed to the Scriptures ss the finsl, surthori-
tative Ward of God, T am wery cancernad ahout tha wind of perceptions
vour daughter, and perhaps other students, are receiving. Therefore I
bave personally looked into the matter ard spokern with Dr. McDaniel
about this cancern.

I have knownm Tom for several years, and have never koown a 2erson more
deeply commitrted o Jesus Christ zs Savior and Taord and to the final
authority of the Bible as Lhe Word of God. T have just received a letter
from the pastor of a church in Mzssachusectts, wherce Dr, McDaniel did a
weekend Bible Conference on the theme "Miseions from rhe 0ld Tesrtament.”
The pastor wrote that he had '"never heard the Chrislian sessage presentod
any better in Lhe 01d Testament."” An earlier leiler from a chiurch in
Virginia, where Dr. McDanfiel had done a Bible Study series, testifiad
that several "fence-straddlers” in thart church had committed their lives
to Jesus Christ because of Lhe clarity and power with which thew heard
the Good News through the teaching and preaching of Tom MeDaniel,

Hzwing spoken with Towm abgout his course, it is clear that one of his
nmajor ebjectives is to help students understand and hear the Word of God
in the 0ld Testament im light of the Zullest znd Zinal revelation of
God's Word in Jesus Christ. In light of thet [inal revelation, as mediated
to g in the Hew Testament, it 1s ¢lear that God's self-revelarnion is
progressive (see Tehrews 1:1), and that the hsarinpg and underscanding of
Cod's Word Lw His people, as expressed by the prophets and scribes and
priests in the history of Israel, is at times characterized by the Tact
Lhaet all human heings, even God's special prophets and spostles (as Faul
says in II Corianthians &:7) carry the glory of God's rewvelation in
"earthen wvessels", that we know "in part"”, that we 'ses in a mirror, dimly"”
(1l Cor. 13:12). From many statements which Jesus makes it iz clear Lhat
his revelation of God and His purposes for His creation go beyond that
perceived in the prewvious rvedemptiwve histery {(szee Jesus' "Sermon on the
Mount', Matthew 5). So where God's people in the 0Ld Testament perceived
God to demand the wviolent destruction of Israel’'s enemies, Jesus commsnds
us Lo lowve our enemies.  Even within the 0ld Testament there iz tenelom
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between various wnderstandings of God's will. In lLeviticus and Numbers,
the various sacrificial ritnats are clearly perceived as ordained by God.
Yet some of the prophets thunder ageinst the szacrifical cult and proclaim
that God does not desire the blood of sacrifices. Yet in spite of these
inner tensions, Jesus points llis Jewish listeners to the 01d Testament
Scripturecs as "Thom which testify of me", znd the szcrifical cult 15 pro-
claimed zs in some sense pointing forward to the ultimate and {insal
sacrifice of God's Son on Calvary's cross.

It iz Dr. McDanicl's burden to help studoents grasp the divine myvstery

af holy Scripture, namely, that in the paradox of the intermingling af
human words and divine words, the Word of God hresaks through into our
human brekenness and =infulness to rveclalm us for God. That is the glory
of ocur Bible, and at Eastern we are comnmitted to it.

Dr. McDaniel expressed the hope that Virginia would feel free to spesk
with him about her concerns. He is a deeply seasitive and caring person,
who wants nothing more than to be involved in students' growth in faith.

Az we celebrate In this speclsl scason once agaln His comlng into the
midst of our human story, may vyou and voursknow, in all things, His trans-
forming and upholding love.

Emﬁrl jn Lhrist
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Manfrgd T. Brauch
Acting President
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P.5. You may know Sandra D, Vallerschamp, a membsr oI your congregatian
#t Church af the Savionr. %he has taken Ur. Mcbaniel's 01d Testamentl
course and may be able to share her own perceptions with you and Virginia.



